New State Test Gauges More Rigorous Learning

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – Children across West Virginia will soon put their thinking skills to the test as schools test student knowledge on a new state assessment.

The West Virginia Educational Standards Test 2 (WESTEST 2) will be administered May 18 through 22 to students in grades 3 through 11 in all 55 counties. West Virginia educators, including 250 teachers, as well as other state stakeholders helped develop WESTEST 2. The new assessment incorporates stringent standards that went into effect last fall. It replaces the original WESTEST. 
"Measuring learning is an integral part of the instructional process as we work to narrow the gap between the knowledge and skills students learn in school and the knowledge and skills they need in the 21st century," said state Superintendent of Schools Steve Paine. "WESTEST 2 will challenge students just as our new Content Standards and Objectives challenge them to excel both in their core classes and in real-world settings that hone such performance skills as problem solving and collaboration.”

WESTEST 2 is aligned with West Virginia 21st Century Content Standards and Objectives (CSOs) in the areas of mathematics, reading/language arts, science and social studies. The test has been revamped in response to changing content standards, which reflect the kind of coursework teachers are expected to teach and what students are expected to learn in various programs. The changes emphasize 21st century learning, such as communications and critical thinking skills.  The new plan is called “Global21: Students deserve it. The world demands it.”
"We have no other choice but to move forward with incorporating such 21st century learning into our classrooms,” Paine said. “I am confident the steps outlined in Global21 will lead to real student achievement as we help our kids to be globally intelligent and resilient in a digital world."

The new test includes language relative to the students' grade-level interests; graphic organizers to assist students in their thinking processes, and levels of rigor that will promote students' capacities to become globally competitive upon graduation from a West Virginia high school.

Paine said the decision to change both the standards and the WESTEST came after officials recognized West Virginia students are not as well prepared to compete in a global economy as they should be.

"Workers today need to be very creative and innovative," Paine said. "We can remain competitive only if we can teach our kids, our prospective employees, how to think critically and solve problems in real-world settings."

WESTEST 2 will serve as the state's accountability measure for whether schools are making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) as defined by the federal No Child Left Behind Act. The WESTEST 2 also includes an online writing component, which was administered earlier this spring. Those scores are included in the overall reading/language arts scores used to determine whether a school makes AYP.
Unlike some nationally normed tests, WESTEST 2 will compare a student's performance to academic standards rather than to the performance of a national sample population of students.

The changes to the WESTEST also will bring West Virginia in better alignment with the National Assessment for Education Progress (NAEP), as well as Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), important national and international assessments.
Students may take some time adjusting to the complex and more rigorous changes found in WESTEST 2, Paine said. 

“We didn’t have to change our system; we did it voluntarily,” Paine said. “We could have continued the status quo and our students would have done fine on the WESTEST. But that would not have been fair to students. 
“By focusing on professional development for teachers and student assessments that align with real-world learning, we are changing education for the benefit of our most precious resource – our children.”
For more information, contact the West Virginia Department of Education's Office of Communications at (304) 558-2699. 

 

