W.Va. Classrooms to Become 21st Century Learning Centers

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – West Virginia schools are adding rigor and relevance as they make the transition to 21st century classrooms. 

The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that today's students will have 10 to 14 jobs by the age of 38. Thirty or 40 years ago, we knew the kinds of jobs our students would have. Now, 80 percent of the jobs today’s students will have don’t even exist yet. That’s why it’s important to learn the same skills that children across the world are learning. 

“Employers want workers who are able to think strategically, use technology wisely, work collaboratively and communicate effectively,” said state Superintendent Steve Paine. “Knowledge of math, science and other core subjects is necessary but no longer enough. Employees are expected to have both knowledge and skills their first day on the job. In today's weak economy, the resumes of those who don't speak the language of the 21st century are quickly passed over.”

To strengthen its schools, West Virginia has added world-class rigor to traditional core subjects and aligned state standards with national standards in the National Assessment for Education Progress (NAEP), ACT, and SAT, as well as with international standards in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) and the Trends in International Math and Science Study (TIMSS). 
The result is 21st century teaching and learning -- Global21: Students deserve it. The world demands it. The plan helps public schools move beyond outdated instruction models and guide all children toward mastery of higher level core subjects and complex concepts, equipping them with the intellectual capital and finely honed skills needed to excel in a competitive digital world.  

With the support and leadership of Gov. Joe Manchin, the West Virginia Board of Education, Senate Education Chairman Robert Plymale and House Education Chairwoman Mary Poling, West Virginia is a pioneer in its efforts to provide children the knowledge and skills they need. The state also has a staunch supporter in Congress in U.S. Sen. Jay Rockefeller, who has sponsored federal 21st century learning legislation.

"Now more than ever, students need to be taught how to find solutions to problems on their own, to learn how to think critically, to problem solve and to understand other languages and cultures of the world,” Paine said. “I want the next generation of West Virginians to be the best educated, best skilled and the best trained in the world. With Global21, and with the collaboration of educators, parents, as well as community, political and business leaders, they will be.”

For more information, visit global21.k12.wv.us or contact the Educators and students will get the chance to tell Obama what they think are education's top priorities.

West Virginia Department of Education’s Office of Communications at (304) 558-2699.  
