Schools Incorporate Tougher Standards to Improve Learning

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – West Virginia schools are changing how they teach from preschool to high school to keep pace with advances taking place worldwide. It’s called Global21: Students deserve it. The world demands it. 
“We want students to experience and explore relevant, real world problems and challenges,” said West Virginia Superintendent of Schools Steve Paine. “When the focus in the classroom moves from fact memorization to what students know and can do, that’s when real learning takes place.”
The West Virginia State Board of Education added world-class rigor to core subjects and aligned state standards with national standards in the National Assessment for Education Progress (NAEP), ACT and SAT, as well as with international standards in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) and the Trends in International Math and Science Study (TIMSS). 
West Virginia’s plan helps public schools move beyond outdated teacher-centered models to student-centered learning. The focus now is on core curriculum, like science and math, as well as performance skills, including critical thinking, problem solving and creativity.
In the U.S. and countries across the globe, students today never knew a world without the Internet. They live, learn and play in a media-saturated society. These digital natives literally take in the world via the filter of computing devices, from cell phones to handheld gaming devices to laptops.  
That’s one reason many educators and parents think 21st century learning means learning to use  technology. But while technology is important in the 21st century classroom, it is merely a tool to enhance learning, Paine said.

“We want to help our students become producers of information and not just consumers of information,” Paine said. “We don’t want technology to drive instruction. We want technology to enhance learning through solid, standards-based teaching.  Our teachers can use technology to help children interact, learn and understand.”

With the support and leadership of Gov. Joe Manchin, the West Virginia Board of Education, Senate Education Chairman Robert Plymale and House Education Chairwoman Mary Poling, West Virginia is a pioneer in its efforts to provide children the knowledge and skills they need in the 21st century. 
“If we continue to teach today the way many of us were taught as children, we will be preparing students for our pasts instead of their futures,” Paine said.

For more information, contact the Educators and students will get the chance to tell Obama what they think are education's top priorities.

West Virginia Department of Education’s Office of Communications at (304) 558-2699, or visit global21.k12.wv.us.
