[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]



September 18, 2008
Page 2

Dear School Counselor:

Please find enclosed PROMISE Scholarship, Higher Education Grant, and State-Level Financial Aid Program brochures. If you need more, please feel welcome to contact our office and we will be glad to forward them to you. 

I have included below brief information on the two major state-funded financial aid programs, the merit-based PROMISE Scholarship and the need-based Higher Education Grant. You can find more information about these and other state-level financial aid programs in the brochures or on our website, www.wvhepc.org.
PROMISE Scholarship Program

The eligibility standards will remain the same for 2009 seniors. Therefore, to qualify academically for the scholarship, a student must achieve a minimum 3.00 core and overall high school grade point average and score a 22 ACT composite with a 20 in each of the subset scores or a 1020 SAT combined score with a 490 in critical reading and a 480 in math.

Students may use either their 7th or 8th semester high school grade point average to meet the core and overall requirements. Students meeting the grade point average qualifications at the end the 7th semester must maintain the required 3.00 core and overall grade point average through the 8th semester to remain eligible for the scholarship.

The December 13, 2008 ACT and the January 24, 2009 SAT are the last test dates for 2009 seniors to meet the standardized test score eligibility requirements. Scores can not be combined from multiple tests to meet the minimum score requirements.

The application deadline for the PROMISE Scholarship Program is March 1, 2009. Interested students should complete a 2009-2010 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.ed.gov and submit an Application for State-Level Financial Aid Programs at www.wvapply.com  by the deadline date stated.

Higher Education Grant Program
During the 2008-2009 academic year, a record number of students will be assisted with the state’s primary need-based grant program. Although award amounts will not be established until later this fall, awards for the current academic year ranged from $1,300 to $3,000 annually. Generally, Higher Education Grant awards can be combined with other financial aid awards. 

To receive priority consideration for Higher Education Grant awards, students should complete a 2009-2010 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.ed.gov and submit an Application for State Level Financial Aid Programs at www.wvapply.com by March 1, 2009. 
Finally, our staff is available to assist you with college admission and financial aid application process questions and workshops. Michelle Wicks is a former Admissions Director at Glenville State College and has a broad base of knowledge about academic program offerings, college selection, and admissions application processes. Please feel welcome to contact Michelle via e-mail, wicks@hepc.wvnet.edu or at the telephone number above with general questions or for presenting admissions workshops that you might be interested in hosting. Our staff is also available to meet with you, student or parent groups to discuss not only state, but federal, private, and institutional financial aid programs. Please contact me, toney@hepc.wvnet.edu, if we can be of assistance in that regard.  

Thank you for the good work you do to make students aware of post-secondary and financial aid opportunities. Please let us know if we can assist you.
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Sincerely,

Jack Toney

Director, State Financial Aid Programs                                            

