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West Virginia State Graduation Requirements

Class of 2009, 2010 and 2011
Note:  Graduation requirements may vary by county.  Students must meet these minimal graduation requirements, but county requirements can exceed these.  Check with your school counselor or advisor to get specific graduation requirements for your school.
	Chart V (B) Adolescent (9-12) Graduation Requirements (Effective 2005-2006)

	These graduation requirements are effective for students entering grade 9 in the school year 2005-2006 through 2007-2008.  Courses needed for graduation require mastery of approved content standards and objectives.  Students who do not demonstrate mastery of the content standards and objectives shall be provided extra help and extra time through intervention strategies.

	Core Requirements (18 credits)

	Reading and English Language Arts
	4 credits
English 9, 10, 11, 12

	Mathematics1


	3 credits
(3 credits required for entry pathway students entering 9th grade in 2005-2006) (4 credits required for all entering 9th  grade students in 2006-2007)

	Science2


	3 credits
CATS 9, and

Two courses above the CATS 9 level

	Social Studies
	4 credits
United States to 1900

World Studies to 1900

Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries

Civics/Government

	Physical Education

	1 credit

	Health



	1 credit

	The Arts



	1 credit

	Electives


 
	3 credits

The remaining graduation requirements are to be electives.


	Career Concentration Courses (3 Credits)3

	Professional Pathway
	Skilled Pathway
	Entry Pathway

	Mathematics - 4 credits (at least 3 of the 4 credits must be Algebra I and above.)1

Science - 4th credit (which must be above CATS 9)2

Foreign Language -  

2 credits in one language
	Mathematics – 4 credits (at least 3 of the 4 credits must be Algebra I and above.)

Concentration - 3 credits3

	Mathematics – 3 credits (For students entering 9th grade in 2005-2006, three (3) mathematics credits are required with at least 2 of the 3 credits being Algebra I and above.)

Mathematics – 4 credits (For students entering 9th grade in 2006-2007, four (4) mathematics credits are required with at least 2 of the 4 credits being  Algebra I and above.)

ConcentrationB3-4 credits3


	Career Development
	Prior to students selecting career concentrations, opportunities for career decision-making must be provided in grades 9-10.

	Experiential Learning


	All students must participate in an experiential learning experience at some time in grades 9-12.  If credit is granted for these experiences, content standards and objectives will be developed and approved at the local level.  (See Section 5.6.5.)


1.  It is the intent that all students will take mathematics annually, but must take at least three mathematics classes in grades 9-12.   If students begin the math sequence prior to grade 9, they should take other mathematics courses, which may include college courses, AP courses, virtual school courses, or other advanced offerings.  This principle applies to all required course sequences. The mathematics courses selected for credit must be relevant to the student’s concentration and pathway. Successful completion of Applied Math I and II is equivalent to an Algebra I credit and a credit for a course prior to Algebra I.

2.  With Parental/Guardian consent, students with a declared skilled level major in vocational agriculture will, upon successful completion of a Robert C. Beach Vocational Agriculture credit in grade 11 or 12, be exempt from the third required unit of credit in science. To be eligible as a required unit for graduation, the vocational agriculture education course must: (1) build on the concepts and skills in CATS 9; (2) be taught at a level of greater complexity and depth than that of vocational agriculture courses in grades 9 and 10; (3) have WVBE approved content standards and objectives; and (4) receive WVBE approval as a vocational agriculture course that qualifies as a Robert C. Beach Vocational Agriculture credit.  (See Section 13.78)  The school shall:  (1) have on file a Parental/Guardian Consent Form with signatures of the student, parent/guardian(s) and authorized school official, that acknowledges the understanding that this class does not represent a substitute for the knowledge, skills and competencies of a third unit of science and that this course does not meet the requirement for the additional unit of laboratory science that West Virginia colleges and universities have for admission; and (2) review  with  the  student  and his/her  parents/guardians,  as verified  by the  Parental/Guardian Consent Form, that the required third unit of science must be successfully completed if a student should change his/her major from entry or skilled level vocational agriculture education prior to graduation from high school.

3.   Concentration credits are to be taken by all students. Entry level career and technical students must complete four units in a concentration.  The four concentration units provided students in entry-level technical majors and two of the concentration units at the skilled level must be consistent with those defined in the Required Technical Courses by Career Concentration technical assistance document published by the WVDE.  Each technical concentration in a school shall obtain and maintain an appropriate industry recognized accreditation/certification, when one is available, and shall provide students the opportunity to obtain an industry-recognized credential as part of the instructional program.
