FINANCIAL AID/SCHOLARHIPS RESOURCES

Websites
ACT'S Financial Aid Need Estimator!
This free service can help you plan more effectively to meet college costs. The Financial Aid Need Estimator allows you to calculate both your family contribution and costs at specific institutions by taking you through two steps.
http://www.act.org/fane/index.html

AmeriCorps
This year more than 320 individuals are serving in West Virginia communities as AmeriCorps members. In return, AmeriCorps members receive an education award of up to $4,725 to help pay for college or pay back student loans. To date, more than 3,100 West Virginia residents have qualified for education awards totaling more than $7,000,000. Two-thirds of AmeriCorps grants are made by the West Virginia Commission for National and Community Service. National nonprofits make other assignments. Other members serve in AmeriCorps*VISTA, and AmeriCorps*NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps). For applications and additional information go to: http://www.americorps.org

College Net Scholarship/Financial Aid Search
The Mach25 database contains over 600,000 awards totaling over $1.6 billion. Keyword Search gives you a quick way to narrow down to a particular scholarship or group of scholarships. CollegeNET sponsors an essay competition during the winter of each year. Entries are limited to individuals who both (1) apply to college via a CollegeNET-hosted web admissions application; and (2) are nominated by the institution at which they enroll. The grand prize winner is awarded $10,000. http://mach25.collegenet.com/cgi-bin/M25/index

Financial Aid Programs in West Virginia This is the official website for the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission. It provides students and parents with direct link to West Virginia's public colleges and universities. It contains information on each of the institutions, as well as financial aid and scholarship information. http://www.hepc.wvnet.edu

Lucent Global Science Scholars Program Twenty-three high school seniors throughout the United States will be selected to be Lucent Global Science Scholars in 2003. The Lucent Technologies Foundation fully funds the Global Science Scholars Program, which is managed in partnership with the Institute of International Education (IIE). The competition is open to all eligible high school seniors in the United States and its territories, and to second-year university students in Europe, Asia and the Americas. The program recognizes and rewards students who have made significant achievements in math and science.
Mapping Your Future Mapping Your Future's mission is to counsel students and families about college, career, and financial aid choices through a state-of-the-art, public service web site. http://mappingyourfuture.org

Promise Scholarship
A full-tuition scholarship to public colleges and universities in WV or the tuition equivelant at any WV Private college for students who have an overall and core GPA of 3.0 and a 21 on the ACT or 1000 on the SAT. Go to this website for detailed information and to apply on-line. http://www.promisescholarships.org

SAT’S Loan Search Program
SST’S loan program is the only national program designed, developed, and managed by educators. Choose from a full range of low-interest loans. This site helps students understand and apply for various loans available to pay for college.
http://www.collegeboard.com/educationloans

SAT’S Scholarship Search
An online tool to help you locate scholarships, internships, grants, and loans that match your education level, talents, and background. Complete the brief questionnaire and Scholarship Search will find potential opportunities from our database of more than 2,300 sources of college funding, totaling nearly $3 BILLION in available aid!
http://apps.collegeboard.com/cbsearch_ss/welcome.jsp

SMART 529TM College Savings Plan SMART529TM is a comprehensive qualified tuition program that can make your efforts to save for college easier and more effective using tax incentives to grown a college savings program. The College Savings option is available to families in West Virginia and nationwide. http://www.smart529.com/

The Smart Student’s Guide to Financial Aid Discover scholarships that match your profile. Also locate scholarships, savings plans, and military aid available to pay for post-secondary options. http://www.finaid.org


Books
Discounts and Deals at the Nation's 360 Best Colleges : The Parent Soup Financial Aid and College Guide by Bruce G. Hammond

Get Free Cash for College by Kelly Y. Tanabe, Gen S. Tanabe (Paperback - April 2001)

How to Go to College Almost for Free by Ben Kaplan

Money-Winning Scholarship Essays and Interviews by Gen S. Tanabe, Kelly Y. Tanabe

Paying for Your Education: A Guide for Adult Learners by College Board

Scholarships 2003 (Kaplan) by Gail Schlachter, et al

The Scholarship Handbook (Updated Annually) by College Board
