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Earning Money for Post-Secondary Education

ROTC, Montgomery GI Bill, WVEEP

Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC)

ROTC is offered in the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Reserve/Guard Branches of the Armed Services. ROTC is a college elective that teaches you the skills needed for a successful career. You will combine classroom time with hands-on experience and learn leadership and management skills. Since ROTC is an elective, you can try it out for up to two years with no obligation. Scholarships are available through the ROTC program. After graduating from college, ROTC participates will be commissioned as officers in the service. ROTC scholarships can be worth as much as $80,000 plus a $900 per year book allowance. To find out more about ROTC, talk to a recruiter in the service area that interests you.

Universities in West Virginia offering ROTC programs include:


Marshall University


West Virginia State University


West Virginia University

The Montgomery GI Bill

In 1944 President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, otherwise known as the GI Bill. After World War II, more than two million veterans attended college on the GI Bill, according to estimates. This program, now known as the Montgomery GI Bill (MGIB), is the centerpiece of military education benefits. The bottom line for the GI Bill is a generous one: Active duty service members and veterans can receive a monthly benefit that is valued at more than $37,000. This tax-free benefit can be used for tuition, books, fees, and living expenses while earning a degree or certification (including undergraduate and graduate degrees), or attending trade school.

In addition to helping fund your studies at traditional colleges; the GI Bill can be used to pay for independent study programs, required continuing education units, licensing, certification, apprenticeship, and on-the-job training (OJT) programs.
WVEEP

The West Virginia Education Encouragement Program (WVEEP) provides up to 100% tuition assistance for undergraduate level courses and up to 25% of masters level tuition assistance for soldiers attending in-state institutions. For students who have full scholarship under the Promise Scholars Program, WVEEP will pay them the money that would have been paid to the school. The Army National Guard Federal Tuition Assistance Program will pay up to 100% of the undergraduate, out-of-state tuition and up to 100% of graduate of professional degree tuition.

Sources: http://www.military.com/benefits/gi-bill

The National Guard Guide to PAYING for Your COLLEGE EDUCATION
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