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Branches and Missions of the United State Military

Air Force Overview 
The Air Force is the youngest of all five services. It first became a separate service Sept. 18, 1947 after President Harry S. Truman signed the National Security Act of 1947. 

In its more than 50 years of existence, the Air Force has become the world's premier aerospace force. Its mission simply put is to defend the nation through the control and exploitation of air and space. Although obviously tasked with flying missions, most personnel work on the ground in various construction, support, and technical capacities.

The Air Force focuses on these areas: 

Aerospace Superiority: The ability to control what moves through air and space ensures freedom of action. 

Information Superiority: The ability to control and exploit information to our nation's advantage ensures decision dominance. 

Global Attack: The ability to engage adversary targets anywhere, anytime, holds any adversary at risk. 

Precision Engagement: The ability to deliver desired effects with minimal risk and collateral damage, denies the enemy sanctuary. 

Rapid Global Mobility: The ability to rapidly position forces anywhere in the world, ensures unprecedented responsiveness. 

Agile Combat Support: The ability to sustain flexible and efficient combat operations is the foundation of success. 

The Verdict: The Air Force is focused on flying. There are also plenty of other opportunities on land though. If you like flying and/or working with flight systems & technology, the Air Force is for you. 

The Air Force has two large reputations: one of concentrating a little more on high-tech training than the other services, and the other of being "softer" than the others. There is a little truth and a whole lot of false to these reputations - you need to go beyond these notions when talking with a recruiter.
Air Force Missions


The Air Force follows these three core values: 

· Integrity 

· Service Before Self 

· Excellence in All We Do 

But what exactly does the Air Force do? Do they just fly planes all day long and laugh at everyone below? No! The Air Force focuses on flying, but only a small fraction of personnel actually fly. Most airmen and airwomen work on flight support missions, handling base affairs, protecting bases, constructing new airstrips, guarding missile sites, even doing rescues.

Here is a quick list of missions that might be handled by the Air Force: 

· Transporting cargo from base to base for any of the branches 

· Bombing runs 

· Close Air Support (CAS) for on-the-ground missions 

· Jet fighter patrols to protect airports, strategic locations, etc. 

· Airborne mapping & monitoring of targets 

· Maintenance of aerospace systems and planes 

· Base / embassy / airport / other security 

· Constructing a new base 

· In-flight refueling 

· Special rescue missions behind enemy lines 

· Medical service in impoverished areas 

· Food & supplies distribution around the world 
Army Overview 
Founded in 1775 by the Second Continental Congress, the Army is the oldest service of the United States military. Formed to protect the liberties of the original 13 colonies, the Army has evolved and grown from a small militia force into the world's premier army with global reach and influence. 

Since its founding, the Army has played a major role in the country’s development. The Army won the nation’s freedom in the Revolution, preserved it during the Civil War, and protected it during the World Wars and Cold War. As recently as Desert Storm and actions in Afghanistan and Iraq, the Army continues to protect the nation and its principles. 

The Army generally deals with land-focused missions. Its soldiers deploy to a conflict area and stay there to fight during the conflict, and then remain there until adequate peace and security has been established. The Army is chiefly used for long and drawn out missions which require great team effort, focus, and persistence.

The Verdict: The Army has the widest range of jobs of all the branches. It also has the largest bureaucracy, and thus things can be slow, especially if you try to change your path or change your job etc. However, do not be discouraged: the processes are there for a reason, and there are hundreds of possibilities within the Army - you should be able to find something which you would enjoy. If you like the idea of providing security, doing land-based operations, and being part of a huge team, the Army may be for you.
Army Missions
The Army’s core values are: 

· Loyalty 

· Duty 

· Respect 

· Selfless-Service 

· Honor 

· Integrity 

· Personal Courage 

But beyond these values, what do people actually DO in the Army? You have probably seen or heard the "Army of One" commercials. These are misleading - the Army is perhaps the world's largest and most successful team! The Army's missions are vast and varied. It is impossible to sum them up in one comprehensive list, but here are a few of the missions the Army might cover: 

· Base security 

· Engaging enemy targets on the ground 

· Helicopter missions to drop troops in hard-to-reach areas 

· Counter drug operations 

· Law enforcement in volatile areas 

· Large-scale transportation of supplies and troops via ground vehicles 

· Humanitarian missions delivering food supplies, building schools, etc. 
National Guard Overview
 
The Army National Guard is an elite group of warriors who dedicate a portion of their time to serving their nation. Each state has its own Guard, as required by the Constitution; in fact, it is the only branch of the military whose existence is actually required by the Constitution. 

The Army National Guard began on December 13, 1636, when the Massachusetts Bay Colony organized three militia regiments to defend against the growing threat of the Pequot Indians. Today, the Army National Guard continues its historic mission of providing defense for the nation. 

Since 1636, the Guard has brought glory and honor upon itself and its soldiers through quiet and selfless service. Do you think you have what it takes to be a member of this select group?

In the Guard you become a Soldier. What does it mean to be a Soldier? It’s being a part of noble tradition of service extending back almost 400 years. It means you become a member of the best trained, best equipped, and most respected military force in history. It means you will make a difference.
The National Guard’s Mission
The National Guard’s core values are: 

· Loyalty 

· Duty 

· Respect 

· Selfless-Service 

· Honor 

· Integrity 

· Personal Courage 

But beyond these values, what do people actually DO in the Guard? The National Guard is part of the world’s largest and most successful team. Its missions are vast and varied. It is impossible to sum them up in one comprehensive list, but here are a few of the missions the National Guard might cover: 

· Home Land Security 

· Counter drug and Immigration interdiction operations 

· Law enforcement in volatile areas 

· Large-scale transportation of supplies and troops via ground vehicles 

· Stateside and International Humanitarian missions delivering food supplies, building schools, bridges, etc. 

· Flood, Hurricane, and Earthquake relief, in addition to other natural disaster responses 

· Augmenting the U.S. Army in times of war. 
Coast Guard Overview 

The history of the Service is very complicated because it is the amalgamation of five Federal agencies. These agencies, the Revenue Cutter Service, the Lighthouse Service, the Steamboat Inspection Service, the Bureau of Navigation, and the Lifesaving Service, were originally independent, but had overlapping authorities and were shuffled around the government. 

The Coast Guard, through its forefathers, is the oldest continuous seagoing service and has fought in almost every war since the Constitution became the law of the land in 1789. Following the War of Independence (1776-83), the Continental Navy was disbanded and from 1790 until 1798, when the U.S. Navy was created, the revenue cutters were the only national maritime service. The Acts establishing the Navy also empowered the President to use the revenue cutters to supplement the fleet when needed. Laws later clarified the relationship between the Coast Guard and the Navy. 

The U.S. Coast Guard is one of five branches of the US Armed Forces, and falls under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The Coast Guard's responsibilities include Search and Rescue (SAR), Maritime Law Enforcement (MLE), Aids to Navigation (ATON), Icebreaking, Environmental Protection, Port Security and Military Readiness. In order to accomplish these missions the Coast Guard's 38,000 active-duty men and women, 8,000 Reservists, and 35,000 Auxiliarists serve in a variety of job fields ranging from operation specialists and small-boat operators and maintenance specialists to electronic technicians and aviation mechanics. 

The Verdict: The Coast Guard is by far the least “flashy” of the branches - it gets little of the limelight. It is also probably one of the tightest knit "families" of all the services. By and large the Coast Guard focuses on law enforcement, not large scale military operations. If you like the law, assuring security, working as a member of a small team, and a sea-going lifestyle, the Coast Guard may be for you. Of course, make sure you like water and can stand being on a boat!
Coast Guard’s Mission


The U.S. Coast Guard is one of five branches of the US Armed Forces, and falls under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The Coast Guard is the nation’s oldest continuous seagoing service with responsibilities including Search and Rescue (SAR), Maritime Law Enforcement (MLE), Aids to Navigation (ATON), Ice Breaking, Environmental Protection, Port Security and Military Readiness. In order to accomplish these missions the Coast Guard has 38,000 active-duty men and women, 8,000 Reservists, and 35,000 Auxiliary personnel who serve in a variety of job fields ranging from operation specialists and small-boat operators and maintenance specialists to electronic technicians and aviation mechanics. The Coast Guard, during an average day, will: 

· Conduct 109 search and rescue cases 

· Save 10 lives assist 192 people in distress 

· Protect $2,791,841 in property 

· Launch 396 small boat missions 

· Launch 164 aircraft missions, logging 324 hours 

· Board 144 vessels 

· Seize 169 pounds of marijuana and 306 pounds of cocaine worth $9,589,000 

· Intercept 14 illegal migrants 

· Board 100 large vessels for port safety checks 

· Respond to 20 oil or hazardous chemical spills totaling 2,800 gallons 

· Service 135 aids to navigation 
Marine Corps Overview 

The Marine Corps was founded Nov. 10, 1775 when the Continental Congress ordered two battalions of Marines be created to serve during the Revolutionary War. They further resolved that this force be acquainted with maritime operations in order to serve aboard naval vessels. Thus, the United States Marine Corps has always been an expeditionary naval force ready to defend the nation's interests overseas. 

Official Marine statements include: "We are warriors, one and all. Born to defend, built to conquer. The steel we wear is the steel within ourselves, forged by the hot fires of discipline and training. We are fierce in a way no others can be. We are Marines." and from www.usmc.mil: "In the Marines, everyone-sergeant, mechanic, cannoneer, supply man, clerk, aviator, cook-is a rifleman first. All speak the language of the rifle and bayonet, of muddy boots and long, hot marches. It's never us and them, only us. That is the secret of the Corps." - Col. Daniel F. Bolger, U.S. Army, DEATH GROUND: TODAY'S AMERICAN INFANTRY IN BATTLE 

The saying goes, "Every Marine a rifleman first." This quickly demonstrates the Marines' intense focus on warfare. Their well-known slogan, "The Few, The Proud, The Marines," expresses the Marine Corps' intense focus on values. Warriors with values - this defines the Marine Corps. 

The Verdict: Of all the branches, none are as proud as the Marines. Marines are a highly exclusive, highly motivated bunch. Those who become Marines do so because they want to, not because of benefits or other reasons. If you don't like the idea of running and shooting a gun, do not join the Marines! On the other hand, if you like missions on land and sea (and even in the air), if you place values and honor above yourself, accept large mental and physical challenges constantly, and would be excited to be among the first "on the scene," you may be Marine material.
Marine Corps’s Mission

Marine Corps’ expeditionary naval capabilities are critical in a world where 70 percent of the world's countries are located within 200 miles of a coastline. When crises erupt anywhere in the world, the nation calls upon its Marine Corps to rapidly carry out its foreign policy objectives. They are the nation’s “rapid-reaction” force, and perhaps the most feared force in the world. 

Marines operate domestically and all over the globe. As a rapid-reaction focused force, many spots where they work are risky at best. They are primarily tasked with first-on-the-scene missions, awkward or challenging missions that involve sea-land work, security, and anything with a high probability of gunfire. 

Some examples of Marine missions: 

· Major warfare missions 

· “Small” warfare - city fighting, skirmishes, etc. - often high-intensity and short time-span 

· Base / embassy / target security 

· Troop-to-ship warfare - landing on a target ship and overtaking it (as opposed to ship-to-ship warfare) 

· Combat-support flight missions 
NAVY OVERVIEW
The U.S. Navy is the most lethal force on the high seas. But what makes them so lethal? The Navy maintains, trains, and equips combat-ready naval forces capable of winning wars, deterring aggression and maintaining the freedom of the seas. U.S. Navy personnel expertly operate virtually every type of military equipment in U.S. arsenal, everything from HumVees to Aircraft Carriers. The U.S. Navy was founded on October 13, 1775, and the Department of the Navy was established on April 30, 1798. The Navy has the following main components, all of which ensure the Navy is capable of taking on the enemy anywhere in the world: 

NAVY OPERATING FORCES – The U.S. Navy has approximately 340,000 active-duty service members and 71,000 members of the Navy Reserve. 

THE SURFACE FLEET – This consists of vessels of all sizes. Whether providing insertion or cover for special operations on inland rivers or battling modern day pirates on the high seas, the Navy has a ship suited for every waterborne military mission. 

THE SUBMARINE FLEET – Known as the “Silent Service” submarines have played a number of roles in a hundred years of both war and peace: attack, surveillance, commando insertion, research, and nuclear deterrent. Submarines give the Navy the ability to arrive on scene before the enemy is aware they’re on the way.

THE NAVAL AVIATION WING – In addition to the surface and submarine warfare capabilities the Navy can provide firepower and support from the air as well. The Navy’s aviation contingent consists of Helicopters, Fighter/Attack Jets, Surveillance, Transport and Cargo Aircraft and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV).

THE SHORE "SUPPORT" ESTABLISHMENT - The shore establishment provides support to the operating forces (known as "the fleet") in the form of: facilities for the repair of machinery and electronics; communications centers; training areas and simulators; ship and aircraft repair; construction, intelligence and meteorological support; storage areas for repair parts, fuel, and munitions; medical and dental facilities; and air bases.

The Bottom Line: The Navy has an awesome array of aircraft, ships, and equipment and offers many high tech jobs. From medical to nuclear, mechanical to administrative, there is bound to be a job right for you. If high tech is your passion or you just want a great job, with great benefits, and to travel around the world. Then the Navy may be just the place to start your military career. 

Navy Missions


The mission of the Navy is to maintain, train and equip combat-ready Naval forces capable of winning wars, deterring aggression and maintaining freedom of the seas. 

For most Navy jobs, it is almost certain that you will go to sea. Some people seem to forget about this fact and are later surprised! There are some uncomfortable aspects of being at sea. For example, there is not much space. You will probably have to share a bed - you will sleep at one time, and someone else will sleep there at another. However, there are many positives to being at sea. Teamwork is one big plus, as are the extraordinary chances to see the world. 

What will you be doing? As the Navy is focused on sea missions, most jobs deal with some aspect of a boat. You might operate the engines, or maintaining the weaponry aboard, or analyzing maps. Missions might be things like: 

· Training missions at sea with foreign navies 

· Regional security 

· Reconnaissance / intelligence missions to gather enemy data 

· At-sea rescues 

· Medical care programs for Navy, Marines, or perhaps people in or near a war theater 

· Oil spill or other marine cleanups 

Source: http://www.military.com/
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