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                                    Dr. Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools

                                   1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Building 6

                                   Charleston, WV 25305

                                   Phone: 304-558-2681 Fax: 304/558-0048 http://wvde.state.wv.us
To:
Principals, County and Site High Schools That Work Coordinators, LINKS and Career Cruising Coordinators

From:  
Cynthia Kolsun, WVDE Coordinator

Date:  
August 15, 2008

Re:
Research Survey for LINKS Program
I hope all of you have had an excellent summer.  It is always exciting to begin a new school year!

I am sending this information to all site and county HSTW coordinators, LINKS coordinators, Career Cruising coordinators and principals as I want all of you to have this information when questions arise.  The West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) has determined that our 21st century sites which will implement LINKS this year will be conducting an evaluative research survey on the use of the LINKS curriculum. By the way, the WV Board of Education has approved the CSOs, and the CSOs can be found on the LINKS page of the WVDE website.

Gathering the research will consist of a pre-survey (before the students take LINKS lessons) and a post-survey (after they’ve had the LINKS lessons—it will occur at the end of the year).  Each survey will be given on line and will take approximately 15 minutes for students to answer.  At the end of the school year, parents will also be asked to complete a short survey.

Students will have to receive parent permission to be administered the LINKS survey and return permission forms before they are able to take survey.  If you have not sent out your beginning of year forms, please include this one with the others.  If you have already distributed your forms home, as some of you indicated to me you had, please send this permission slips home with each student who will be participating in the LINKS curriculum.

I have attached a copy of the parent permission form in Word format, and you may want to enter the identifying information at the bottom on the template before making copies to send home with your students who will be participating in the LINKS program this year.

Please do your best to get the forms returned; however, I know what obstacles you will have in doing so.  Students will have a 30 day window to take the LINKS survey during September and October.

Let me know how I can be of assistance.  My email is ckolsun@access.k12.wv.us.  My phone number is 957-9833 ext. 53535.  If you have questions over the weekend, please call me at 304.553.1012.  The information that we receive should prove invaluable as we continue to provide mentoring services to students.  I appreciate all you do for students as well as your help with this evaluative survey.

Thank you.
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