Logistics

Student groups

· Form groups of 12-25 students at the same grade level. Groups can be assigned randomly, by career cluster/major, mixed gender/same gender or alphabetically. 

· Students remain in the same LINKS group for 4 years. 

· Students can be reassigned to a new group if conflicts occur between teacher and student that prevent the student from having a relationship with a caring, concerned adult.  This should be brought to the principal’s attention. 

Offering Credit

· To receive one full credit over the course of four years of high school, the student needs to receive a total of 8100 minutes of instruction. 

· To receive ¼ credit per year, the student needs to receive 2025 minutes of instruction per year. 

· Base grades on LINKS content standards’ indicators and related student participation and completion of work, including portfolio development. 

· LINKS curriculum should include a culminating project such as senior projects that are directly related to the academic, career, and personal/social knowledge gained throughout the LINKS program. Grade projects in accordance with each county’s standards. 

· As per Policy 2510, it is strongly recommend that grades 9 – 12 offer LINKS. 

· When offered for credit, a failing grade will be calculated into the student’s GPA. The student will not be required to retake the following year but will continue to the next grade level of LINKS. 

Scheduling Options:

· 45 minute blocks, 11 times per quarter (9 weeks) 

· Once a week plus two extra meetings 

· Once a week with lessons requiring longer meeting times extended

· 30 minute blocks, 16 times per quarter (9 weeks) 

· Twice a week

· Advising blocks less than 20 minutes long are not recommended.  Time is lost transitioning to class, leaving little time for delivery of meaningful content. 

· It is not recommended to hold LINKS at the beginning or end of the day, but rather to rotate throughout various periods. 

· Lunch periods that are long enough can also be used to include an advising session. 

· Class time that is spent interpreting state or national assessment results can count toward LINKS credit. 

· Schools may decrease the number of minutes by combining documented work through a virtual career class approved by the district and state. 

· Daily LINKS sessions are strongly recommended in order to: 

· Be personally knowledgeable of the students mood, attendance, and changes in attitude and behavior 

· Replace homeroom by distributing relevant school information and holding students accountable 

· Check in with each student about progress on LINKS out-of-class/web-based assignments 

· Maintain a personal relationship essential to student success 

· Deliver LINKS advisory lessons no less than once each week. 

