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Your Grades – 

Your Future
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Personal Finance for the 21st Learning

GRADE 9 LESSON 1

Time Required:  30 – 45 minutes
Content Standards: (7.1.3. Standard 3):  Students will understand the relationship of academics to the world of work and to life at home and in the community.
Indicators: 
c.) Students will understand the relationship between learning and work.
f.)  Students will understand how school success and academic achievement enhance future career and vocational opportunities

Activity Statements:  

1. Instructor will present information and pose questions to students about current academic subjects that will help them to reach their future goals.
2. Students will identify subjects in which they excel and subjects in which they are struggling. 
3. Students will list possible future benefits of each subject they are currently taking.
4. Students will learn the 21st century essential skills for success in the workplace and relate the learning of those skills to current courses they are taking.  
5. Students will complete an educational profile that has them evaluate the importance of grades and their relationship to reaching future goals. 
6. Students will be given a handout that shows the relationship of grades to their future finances.

Materials: 
Handout #1  My Educational Profile

Handout #2  Relationship of Grades to Finances 
Procedures: 

Say:  Why are you taking the classes you are enrolled in this year?  Let’s say you love to draw and hope to make a career of it.  Why take a math class if you want to be an artist?  Or maybe you plan to work as an investment banker.  Who needs to study English or Science if you are going to be dealing with securities?  Even artists need to know how to balance a checkbook and manage their retirement funds.  Financial experts must be able to communicate clearly with customers and hypothesize about the potential outcomes of business transactions.  In fact, what you learn in high school is just the beginning.  You’ll be called upon to acquire new skills throughout your life and will have to adapt to rapid technological advances on the job.  High school and college teach you how to learn.  

(Give Examples of something you learned in high school that you use every day but didn’t realize at the time the importance of learning that skill.)

Say:  For your generation there are a set of skills that will be essential for you to learn to be successful in the 21st century global economy.  These skills include basic skills such as reading, writing and arithmetic.  They also include listening and speaking.  Why do you think these are considered essential skills?

Give students an opportunity to respond. 

Looking for answers such as:  
· to follow orders correctly

· to communicate orders to those you supervise in a way that they understand

· to present new ideas to your boss

· to ask for a raise or promotion….etc.

Say:  Other important 21st century skills include critical thinking, decision making, problem-solving and reasoning.  English, Math and Science help you learn how to organize your thoughts, present them coherently, and build critical thinking skills.  Algebra, Geometry and Chemistry teach you to think.  Some problems demand a scientific approach while others require the creativity of a poet or artist, or the logic of a mathematician.  Why are these skills important in the world of work?

Give students an opportunity to respond. 

Looking for answers such as:  
· supervisor does not want to have to babysit you or tell you step by step what to do

· they want you to be able to think on your own

· they want you to be able to make good decisions on your own

· they want you to sometimes figure things out on your own and not always have to fix every problem for you

· they want you to be able to explain the reason why you did something the way you did why did you do it that way, etc.
Say:  More 21st century skills are: responsibility, self-esteem, sociability, self-management and integrity.  You could say, these have nothing to do with Math, History, Science or English.  But you would be wrong.  Responsibility is learned by turning in your homework on time and completing all class assignments.  Self-esteem is gained from studying hard and receiving a passing grade on a test.  You increase your social skills when you work on group projects or participate in cooperative learning in class.  Self-management skills are developed by having several tests in one week and learning to manage your studying time in order to do well on all of them.  Lastly, integrity is acquired by learning that cheating or using someone else’s work is not the right thing to do. 

Next:  Pass out Handout #1 My Educational Profile


Give students 10 minutes to complete the handout individually.
Next:  Pass out Handout #2 Relationship of Grades to Finances

Discussion:
Discussion Questions: for Handout #1 My Educational Profile
1.) What stood out to you about your answers?
2.) What relationship do you see between your grades and your future?
Discussion Questions: for Handout #2 Relationship of Grades to Finances
1.) What is the relationship of your grades to your current income?
2.) What benefits do grades have for you currently?
3.) What benefits do grades have for your future?
4.) What is the benefit of your grades to your future finances?
Additional Resources:

1. http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm
2. http://www.college.gov
3. http://www.acs.edu.lb/page.asp?id=/parents/student-services/parents-corner
Extension Activities:

Send home to parents Extension Activity #1 How Can Parents Promote Student Success?




GOAL:  Students will learn the relationship between academic performance and reaching career goals.
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