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What Will This Cost Me?
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GRADE 8 LESSON 4


Time Required:   30-40 minutes
Content Standards: 7.2.2 Standard 5: Students will employ strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction.  
Indicators:  
e.   Students will use research and information resources 
      to obtain career information. 
f.    Students will learn to use the Internet to access career 
   

          planning information., 
    i.    Students will demonstrate awareness of the education and
  

          training needed to achieve career goals.

Activity Statements: 
1) Students will navigate the website http://WVMentor.org to learn about career choices and training costs.  
2) Students will use the Career Matching Assistant to help them find careers that may be suitable for them.

3) After they have chosen a career to research, students will navigate the website to find schools in WV that might offer classes in their area of interest.

4) Finally, students will review tuition and fees applicable to the school they choose and record their findings on the handouts provided.  (This can be shared later with their parents!)

Materials: 
1.
Handout #1 – Assessing Your Career Path
2. Handout #2 – What Will This Cost Me?
3.
Handout #3 – Occupational Clusters and a List of Schools (found on WVMentor.org)

4.
Computer Lab with computers for each student

5.
LCD Projector or Interactive Whiteboard (for instructor to go through website with students).
6.
Instructor Resource #4 – Career Information for Middle School Students – instructor copy
Procedures 

· SAY: Today we are going to learn about a very valuable resource that you will become familiar with throughout high school.  This website, called WVMentor.org is a very important source of information for all high school students.  When you get to high school, you will make your own account at WVMentor.org.  You may even choose to create an account before you get to high school.  

· First, we are going to go the website http://WVMentor.org then select CareerCenter from the tab at the top, enter.
a. Then below on the orange line you will see CareerInfo.  
b. Select and hit enter.  
c. Now you will see a choice for Middle School Students, select that and hit enter.
· Now have students read over the opening statements on this page.

a. Ask them to select Career Matching Assistant. 

b. Have students take about two minutes to complete the fields on the Career Matching Assistant. 

c.  Have them write their findings down on Handout One – Assessing Your Career Path.

· Now go to the Select A School Tab,
a.  Use the resources on the Select A School page such as the Matching Assistant to find schools that fit your area of interest.  (For example, you might type in Biology and get two WV colleges listed that have that major.) 
b. We are only looking at West Virginia Schools for this lesson but you may chose to use the information you gather today to research Out-of-State schools as well with your family.

· At the bottom of Handout #1 – Assessing Your Career Path, list the name(s) of any WV schools that meet your major criteria.  If there are no schools that meet your criteria, brainstorm about where else you might be able to look to find that field of study.

Go to one of the schools listed websites and look under “costs” or “tuition and fees” to find the approximate amounts for attending that school.  If you did not receive a name of a particular school, then just select a school from the List of Schools under the tab What is WVMentor.  Use Handout 2 – What Will This Cost Me? to list the average cost of education at that institution.  See how many blanks you can fill in with the information you get from the website.  (NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR:  You may want to pair higher-achieving students with lower-achieving students for this part of the activity)
Discussion:
Select students to ask about their experiences on the WVMentor.org website by asking the following questions:
1. How many of your knew about this website, WVMentor.org?

2. What careers did you discover while you were researching your chosen career path?

3. What types of educational levels are available to students who want to go to college? (doctorate, masters, bachelors, associates)
4. Besides college, what types of educational opportunities are available? (skilled labor  from technical/trades schools, junior colleges, beauty schools, etc.)
5. How much education is required for your field of study?

6. What type of costs must you consider when planning for your future career?
7. What other costs do you think might pop up as an expense during your training?

8. What type of resources did you see or notice as your surfed this website?

9. Did you look at any of the financial aid information?  If so, did you realize how many programs were out there that might help you fund your future education?

10. What is the most important thing you learned from this website and this lesson?

11. Why is it so important to plan now for the financial costs of your education?

12. There are many kinds of resources available to students who want to pursue a career.  What are some other ways you can educate yourself about the career(s) that you may be interested in? (talk to people in the profession, seek out career counselors, surf the web, research on the internet, etc.)
Additional Resources:

1.
For additional schools and resources you may wish to go to: Career Colleges and Vocational Schools in West Virginia at http://u101.com/colleges/Vocational/West_Virginia/
2.
West Virginia Mentor at http://wvmentor.org/
3.
Bea of Labor Statistics: Exploring Career Information at http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm
Extension Activities:  
Take home handouts one and two and review with parents.  Have students especially review Handout #2 – What Will This Cost Me? with parents and try to fill in all missing cost estimates.  The students and parents will need to look at their individual savings plan and income, etc. in order to calculate a cost amount that is relevant and reasonable to the student’s personal goals.
�





GOAL:	  Students will assess the training costs of their chosen career path.
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