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What If My Parents

Don’t Have the Money
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GRADE 8 LESSON 2


Time Required: 30 – 45 minutes 
Content Standards:   7.2.2. Standard 5: Students will employ strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction
Indicators:
e. Students will use research and information resources to obtain career information.
f. Students will learn to use the Internet to access career planning information.
i. Students will demonstrate awareness of the education and training needed to achieve career goals.

Activity Statements: 
Students will use a computer lab and access the WVMentor.org website to determine the education and training cost of their selected career choice.  Then students will use a guide to find available sources to fund the required training and education for their chosen career.  Students may work in pairs with other students who have the same selected career goal. 

Materials: 

Computer lab (allowing for computer access for all students or pairs)
Interactive Board or LCD Projector

Handout #1 Education Cost & Resources
Instructor Resource #1 Education Cost & Resources
Procedures: 

Say:  Today we are going to explore the cost of education for each of your selected career goals and find resources to help with this cost.  There are numerous types of funding available for educational cost after high school and today we are going to explore several of these.  

The first thing we are going to do is go to a website that will be valuable to you throughout your high school years and we will look up your career of choice.  

Instruct students to go to www.wvmentor.org 

Have students create an account on the website

Pass out Handout #1 Education Cost & Resources
Instruct students go to the “Career Center” and click on “career keyword search”
Instruct students to type in the name of their selected career or some keywords and click “go”

Instruct students to select the one that best fits their choice and click on it.

Instruct students to fill in Handout #1, the type of training/education required for their selected career.

Instruct students to now go to “Select a School” and click on “matching assistant”

Instruct students to write in their selected major and then click on “view matching campuses”
Instruct students to select one school from the list and click on it.

Instruct students to click at the top on “cost and financial aid”

Instruct students to use this information to continue completing Handout #1.

Instruct students to scroll all the way down to the bottom of the page and click on 

“WV Higher Education Policy Commission”  http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edu/
Instruct students to click on “for students” then click on “Do you have financial aid questions?”

Instruct students to complete the rest of Handout #1 using the links on this page.

Give students about twenty minutes to complete the charts on their handouts.
Show Instructor Resource #1 Education Cost & Training

Discussion:
1. Would the cost of your training and education possibly deter you from seeking out your career goal?

2. Are there more resources available than what you thought?

3. Which of these scholarships will you plan to make application for your senior year?

4. Have you begun to develop a plan for funding your education?

5. Why would now be a good time to start?

Additional Resources:

1. www.wvmentor.org
2. http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edu/
3. www.promisesholarships.org
4. http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
Extension Activities:

Send home Parent Activity #1 Education Resources for parents and students to continue exploring the WV Mentor website
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GOAL:   Students will recognize the need to plan for career training/education cost and identify financial resources available including grants and scholarships.
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