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        Grade 8


	
	Time Required:  70 minutes
Content Standard:  (7.2.3 Standard 6): Students will understand the relationship between personal qualities, education and training and the world of work.

Indicators:  

a. Students will understand the relationship between educational achievement and career success.

b. Students will explain how work can help to achieve personal success and satisfaction.

e. Students will describe the effects of work on lifestyles.



	

	Warm Up Activity Statement #1   Parents and students will work together to complete a checklist of activities/items they have experienced/used.

Main Activity Statement:  Parents and students will plan a Florida vacation.

Wrap up Activity Statement:  Parents and students will complete an online questionnaire to determine career earnings and relate those earnings to lifestyle.
Materials:

Computers with internet capabilities

Pens/pencils

Calculator

Handout #1  “Me, So Far”

Handout #2 “Vacation Planner”

Handout #3 “Reality Check”

Parent student Handout #1 “Evaluation”

Parent Resource #1 “I cost how much?”

Anticipatory Set/Warm Up Activity:  

· When parents and students arrive give them the checklist “Me So Far.” 

· Have them follow the instructions and complete the checklist.

· When it appears that most have arrived and completed the handout, discuss the following questions with the group.

· How many checkmarks do you have on your list?

· How much do you think these activities and items have cost your parents?  (Hundreds?  Thousands?)
· What about providing for your basic needs—shelter, food, and clothing—how much do you think they spend on those items?   These items were not factored into the checklist.
· Point out that being able to do these activities/buy these items has all created a “lifestyle” for them.  Ask them to define lifestyle.  (The habits, attitudes, tastes, moral standards, economic level, etc., that together constitute the mode of living of an individual or group.)  
· Explain that how much money a person earns is an important factor in determining lifestyle.
Timeline: 15 minutes

Main Activity:  

· Discuss the lifestyles of the Rich and Famous.  Explain how they live in beautiful mansions, vacation in exotic places, drive expensive cars.  We are going to plan a vacation that may not be to an “exotic place” but it is a place many want to visit and is more suitable for our “rich and famous” lifestyle.

· Distribute Handout #2 “Vacation Planner” and explain to the parents and students that they are going to plan a one week vacation following the instructions on the handout.

· When they have finished the handout, discuss the following:

1. How much did your total vacation cost?

2. 

2. On what part of the vacation did you spend the most money?

· If you had to lessen the cost, what amount could you change and how? (rent 
a less expensive car, take a cheaper flight that might have a layover)

· What items did we not factor into the vacation cost? (food, souvenirs, etc.)

· Explain that they will now perform a “reality check” to see how they could afford such a vacation.

Timeline:  40 minutes

Wrap Up Activity: 

· Instruct them to log on to jumpstart.org/realitycheck and have students answer the survey questions to determine their earnings necessary for maintaining their lifestyle.  

· When they enter their responses, they will receive information about the earnings of careers they could pursue based on their responses.

· Have them fill out Handout #3 “Reality Check” with their results.

· Discussion questions:

· How many weeks do they would have to work and save to be able to afford the Orlando vacation?

· How did that fact surprise you?

· Do you think that the career selected by the reality check website could offer you the lifestyle you desire?

· If it could not, what actions could you take to improve your lifestyle?
Time: 15 minutes

Take-Home Activity:  Parents/students will be given Parent Resource #1 with an activity related to lifestyle costs.

Resource List: www.jumpstart.org  

http://www.babycenter.com/cost-of-raising-child-calculator  

www.travelocity.com
http://disneyworld.disney.go.com/tickets-passes
Marketing:  school website/bulletin board

Incentive: Students could access the website on the parent handout and turn in a one page summary and recommendation of the website to receive extra credit.
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Goal:  Through a shared learning experience with their parents, the student will calculate the cost of a Florida vacation and the working time required to pay for that vacation.
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