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Planning ahead for the   







Super-Senior – Super-Expensive
Parent Involvement

         Year
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        Grade 10


	
	Time Required:  75 minutes

Content Standard:  (7.3.2    Standard 8) Students will make decisions, set goals, and take necessary action to achieve goals.  

Indicators: 

 h. Students will identify long-and short-term goals. 

 k. Students will develop an action plan to set and achieve realistic goals.

	GOAL:  Through a shared learning experience with their parent, the student will identify the costs associated with the senior year of high school and develop a budget plan and timeline for those expenses.



	

	Warm Up Activity Statement:  Parents and students will complete a pretest to assess their knowledge of senior year expenses.

Main Activity Statement:  Parents and students will meet with various representatives and generate budgets for senior year expenses.

Wrap Up Activity Statement: Parents and students will discuss findings from main activity budget.

Materials:

Handout #1 “Senior Year Here I Come”

Handout #2 “Senior Year Expenses”
Parent Handout #1 “I Will Pay—You Will Pay”

Parent Student Handout #3 Evaluation

Instructor Resource #1 key for “Senior Year Here I Come”

Instructor Resource #2 “Invitation Letter”

Interactive whiteboard

Computer

Responders (optional)

Tables

Calculators

Anticipatory Set/Warm Up Activity:  

· Upon arrival students and parents will Complete Handout 1 “Senior Year Here I Come” pretest either on paper or using responders and an Interactive whiteboard.  This activity could also be done using “corners” where signs labeled True and False are posted in opposite corners.  Parents and students go to respective corners based on their responses.  Key is provided as Instructor Resource #1.

The results will be discussed after each answer is revealed.  

Timeline: 15 minutes

Main Activity: 

Directions: 

· Parents and students will be given Handout #2 Senior Year Expenses to determine predicted purchases and projected expenses for the various items on the handout.  

· Once estimates have been set, they will take their handouts to various tables manned by the following representatives:

· Local photography studios (cost of sitting fee, various packages)

· Local caterers

· Local hall rental facilities

· Yearbook advisor (cost of yearbook, order procedures, dates, etc.)

· Graduation representative (Jostens, Horace Mann, etc.)

· College admission representatives

· Advisor with ACT/SAT fee information 

· Senior class advisor (senior banquet, panoramic picture, class trip, etc.)

· Prom sponsor (date, price, etc.)

If these representatives are not available, brochures with prices for various items/events will be provided. However, it is recommended that the tables with brochures be still be manned by a staff member or responsible student who could help explain the information and answer questions.

At each station they will try to gather more precise costs for their particular choices and record it in the actual expense column of the handout.

Wrap Up Activity:

Discussion questions:

· How accurate were your projected expenses?

· In what categories were your projected estimates closest to your actual expenses?

· What adjustments will you have to consider with your senior year expenses now that you know actual prices?

· In what ways can the student contribute toward the senior year expenses?

Timeline: 45 minutes

Take Home Activity: 

A blank Handout #2 “Senior Year Expenses” will be provided for compiling a more complete spending budget at home.  

In addition, Parent Handout #1 “I Will Pay—You Will Pay” will be provided for the parent and student to take home and discuss who will pay and how they will pay for each item.

Resource List:  none

Evaluation Component:  Before leaving parents and students will complete an anonymous evaluation.  Handout # 3 Evaluation

Incentive:  A great incentive for this activity would be asking local businesses represented to donate an item or a gift certificate toward the purchase.  Perhaps the yearbook advisor could donate a yearbook, the caterer could offer a discount coupon, the photography studio could offer one free 5x7, etc.   This item(s) could be raffled off.

Marketing:  bulletin boards, school website, news release
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