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Fun Times Are Not 

Always Free
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GRADE 10 LESSON 4

Time Required:  30 – 45 minutes
Content Standards:   (7.3.3. Standard 9:)  Students will understand safety and survival skills
Indicators:
i.)  Students will learn how to cope with peer pressure.
k.) Students will learn coping skills for managing life event
Activity Statements:  

Students will brainstorm how they currently spend their money.  Then in small groups they will be given different types of teen spending dilemmas and they will have to present solutions to these spending dilemmas.  Students will then create a personal budget for leisure activities.
Materials: 
Handout # 1 Spending Recommendations
Handout #2 Where Does My Money Go? (on the back) How much money did you spend?

Parent Handout #1 Save Money and Keep Teens Home
Chalk board or Dry Erase Board
Procedures: 
Say:  Today we are going to look at the cost of leisure activities and other items that teenagers are often paying for themselves. Let’s start by talking about what you spend your money on.

Brainstorm on the board with students, what they spending their money on:
· Answers will probably include:  gas, care insurance, clothes, cell phones, fast food, entertainment, personal care and grooming, school activities, gifts for friends and anything else they name

Discussion:

1. How much money do you spend on these things listed on the board?
2.   Do you actually know the amount of money you spend each week or each month on all of these items?
3.   Which ones do you spend more money on?
4.   Do you budget for these items or do they cause your budget to burst?

Divide into small groups

· there are three different problems for them to work on so decide the best number in each group to work together and have all able to participate
Pass out Handout #1 Spending Recommendations
· Tell the groups to discuss among themselves and decide on what spending recommendations they would make for each the scenarios.

· Give at least 15 minutes to complete

Then have the different groups share their answers for each and why they are making those particular recommendations.
Ask students to brainstorm ideas for spending time with friends, dating, and eating out that would be alternatives to spending money on these activities.

Example responses:  hang out at friend’s house and play games, go to friend’s house that has pool table, or swimming pools or big screen TVs and rent movies, plan a potluck get together where everyone brings a food item from home, dates can include picnic in the park, fishing, going to museums that are free etc.

Summarize the themes from the discussions to include:  
· awareness now of how much money is spent on leisure activities and such

· difficulty of making spending decisions when faced with various conditions

· their personal responsibility for making purchases rather than having someone else (such as parents) buy everything for them etc. 

· alternative solutions to spending money.
Additional Resources:
1. http://www.streetdirectory.com/travel_guide/4744/kids_and_teens/inexpensive_dating_ideas.html
2. http://www.lovedatingadvice.com/lovedatingadvice10.php
3. http://www.koat.com/family/18867076/detail.html
4. http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com
Extension Activities:
Send home Handout #2 Where Does My Money Go?
Encourage to students to complete the spending chart on the front over the next month and then turn it over and complete the back side and answer the questions with their parents or discuss their answers with their parents. 
Send home Parent Handout # 1 Save Money and Keep Teens Home
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GOAL:   Students will consider the cost of leisure activities including dating.
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