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Opportunity Knocks
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GRADE 10 LESSON 3

Time Required:  30 – 45 minutes
Content Standards:  ( 7.2.2. Standard 5:) Students will employ strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction.
Indicators: 
a.) Students will apply decision-making skills to career planning, course selection, and career transitions.

Activity Statements:  
A senior student who has maximized various opportunities while in high school will give a testimony to the class about taking advantage of these opportunities and the benefits associated with doing so.  Students will explore various ways to take advantage of opportunities while in high school, to advance their career education/training at a lower cost.  Students will develop a personal plan for taking advantage of opportunities available in high school at a lower cost, to advance their career education training.
Materials: 
Instructor Resource #1 EDGE Credit Opportunities 
Instructor Resource #2 AP Courses
Instructor Resource #3 College Courses Available for High School Students in Your Area 
Handout #1 My Plan/My Opportunities
Interactive Whiteboard or LCD Projector
Local Requirements for College Course, AP Course and Vocational Course registrations
Procedures: 

Say:  Today’s lesson is about taking advantage of opportunities now that can save you money in the long run.  There are various ways you can start your career education and/or training in high school at a much lower cost to you than waiting until after you have graduated from high school.  These opportunities apply to not just college-bound students but also to students seeking careers that require technical skills and vocational training or other specified training.

Say:  Let’s take a look first at some definitions that will be helpful for us today.
Use Whiteboards, chalk boards or LCD projector to share the following information with students:
Opportunity Cost - The cost of an alternative that must be forgone in order to pursue a certain action. Put another way, the benefits you could have received by taking an alternative action.  Example:  The opportunity cost of going to college is the money you would have earned if you worked instead. On the one hand, you lose four years of salary while getting your degree; on the other hand, you hope to earn more during your career, thanks to your education, to offset the lost wages.
Dual Credit: is an opportunity to earn college and high school credit for the same course.
Concurrent Credit: is an opportunity to take college classes while in high school, without earning high school credit.
Advanced Placement Courses:  are college level courses available to high school students for college credit through the College Board.  Courses are taught by certified AP high school teachers and offered as part of the school curriculum.  Upon successful completion of an end of the year exam students may receive a credit that is transferrable to many colleges throughout the United States.

EDGE Credit:  stands for Earn a Degree Graduate Early.  These are credits that can be obtained from the Community & Technical College nearest you, while taking certain courses in high school.

Say:  We are going to look today at all the opportunities available to you over the next couple years that may save you money in the long run toward the cost of your career education and training.

Show Instructor Resource #1 EDGE Credit Opportunities
Show Instructor Resource #2 AP Courses

· Point out which ones are taught at your school

Show Instructor Resource #3 College Courses Available for High School Students in Your Area
· Include the eligibility requirements and how to register for the course.  This will be different for each high school and can be created by the school counselor.  Also, include dual credits classes with the same information.
Say:  Dual credit and concurrent college courses cost about 1/3 of the cost if taken now then those same credits will cost if taken later as a post-secondary course.  EDGE credit courses are free to high school students while in high school.  Vocational courses taken at local career and technical centers are also free to high school students.  These same courses if taken after high school will cost per program or per course.  AP courses cost approximately 1/3 of the cost if taken in high school.  Students pay approximately $100 to take the end of the year test and if they receive the required score they receive college-board credit.  So, these opportunities all have cost benefits that if you invest now, you will save money in the future.
Say:  Now, I would like to introduce you to _____________(senior student), who has taken advantage of many opportunities while in high school and they are going to share their experience with you.

· Prepare the student ahead of time that you want them to give a testimony of why they chose to take advantage of these opportunities and what benefits have they received by doing so.
· Allow at least one senior student to share his/her testimony about taking advantage of opportunities while in high school.
· May use two students, one with a professional career path and one with a skilled career path to show the distinction but equal opportunity for both.

· Encourage students to respond by asking questions.
Pass out Handout #1 My Plan/My Opportunities
· Tell students to create a plan for how they could take advantage of these opportunities while in high school, and save money in the future toward career education and training.
Back to top
Discussion:

1. What are you learning about the opportunities available to you in high school, in reference to career education?
2. Which of these opportunities are you most likely to take advantage of and why?

Say: In summary, you need to consider college or post-secondary education as an investment.
“Did you know that, according to a 2007 College Board Study, Education Pays, people with a bachelor's degree earn over 60 percent more than those with only a high school diploma? Over a lifetime, the gap in earning potential between a high school diploma and a B.A. is more than $800,000. In other words, whatever sacrifices you make for your college education in the short term are more than repaid in the long term. So, taking advantage of college education opportunities while in high school will greatly benefit you in the future.”
Additional Resources:
1. http://www.answers.com/topic/opportunity-cost
2. http://www.brazosportisd.net/bport/GuidanceOffice/myweb3/dual_credit_courses.htm http://www.collegeboard.com/student/pay/add-it-up/4494.html
3.  http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html
4. http://www.wvup.edu/EDGE/index.htm
Extension Activities:
Send home the brochure to Parents and Students that you can print from the website above or Send home the website address for Parents and Students to download and print at home.

http://professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/ap-bulletin-students-parents.pdf
Author:  Shelly DeBerry, sdeberry@access.k12.wv.us
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GOAL:   Students will compare opportunity cost and how to maximize benefits currently available to them.











Author: Shelly DeBerry (sdeberry@access.k12.wv.us)

