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To Work or 

Not to Work
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GRADE 10 LESSON 2

Time Required:  30 – 45 minutes
Content Standards:   (7.2.1. Standard 4) Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge of self and to make informed career decisions
Indicators: 
j.) Students will learn to balance work and leisure.  
q.)  Students will develop a positive attitude toward work and learning.
r.)  Students will understand the importance of responsibility, dependability, punctuality, integrity, and effort in the workplace.
.  

Activity Statements: 
Students will brainstorm the positive and negative effects of obtaining part-time employment.
Students will discuss in small groups and calculate the amount of time they think they have available for part-time employment.  Each student will develop a personal plan regarding part-time employment.  Students will also share with each other options available to them for local part-time employment.
Materials:
Instructor Resource # 1 Part-time Jobs, Full-time Lives: Teenagers at Work
Instructor Resource #2 WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN CONSIDERING A PART-TIME JOB
Handout #1 WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN CONSIDERING A PART-TIME JOB
Interactive Whiteboard or LCD Projector
Parent Handout #1 The Pro’s & Con’s of Teen Jobs
Procedures: 
Say:  To work or not to work, while in high school is the question for today.  Surveys show that more than two thirds of high school students in the United States hold part-time jobs.  Students have all kinds of reasons for working, and the consequences can be positive or negative, or both, which often makes this a difficult decision.

Ask:  What is important to consider if a student was interested in obtaining part-time employment?  (Allow students to brainstorm answers)
Give students an opportunity to respond:

· Do they have transportation available?

· How many hours do they have available each week to work?

· Will work interfere with their academic performance?

· Will work interfere or prevent extra-curricular activities?

· What type of employment are they interested in?  

Something in their career path or just a place to get employment, experience and earn money.
Discussion:

Divide students into small groups and have them brainstorm together the answers to the following:

 Ask the following discussion questions and give students opportunity to discuss in small groups and write their responses and then report back to larger group.
What do you think are the positive outcomes of obtaining part-time employment while in high school? (Looking for the following type answers)
· Opportunity to earn extra spending money

· Opportunity to develop job readiness skills outside the classroom

· Opportunity to explore career path of interest

· Opportunity to save money for college

· Possible scholarship opportunity from employer

What do you think are the negative outcomes of obtaining part-time employment while in high school?

· Limits time for academic studies

· Less sleep due to late working hours on school nights

· Excessive amount of hours worked each week

· Limits time for extra-curricular activities
· Limits time for leisure/social activities

· Can possibly create extra stress for the student
· Can contribute to possible truancy
· Can interfere with having to stay after school for a make-up test
Show Instructor Resource # 1 Part-time Jobs, Full-time Lives: Teenagers at Work
Read through the highlights of the information to students including the example of the effects of a part-time job on a student athlete involved in other extra-curricular activities as well.
Pass out Handout #1 WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN CONSIDERING A PART-TIME JOB
In their small groups have students complete their personal plan based on their individual information while helping each other. 
Point out factors that they have to specifically calculate such as sleep time 
· most students sleep more than 8 hours a night, dating and friend time may be more, and family time for them may be more
Show Instructor Resource #2 WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN CONSIDERING A PART-TIME JOB

Go over the sample details and ask for comments or responses from students as to how it compares to their personal plan or are there significant differences.
Summary:

Have students share, in their groups, the hours available to work and if they think they could realistically manage their time according to their personal chart.

Ask students who are currently working to share, in their groups, if they follow their charts or not and if work interferes with any of the other items on their chart.

Give out Parent Handout #1 The Pro’s & Con’s of Teen Jobs for students to take home and encourage students to share their completed charts with their parents.
Additional Resources:
1. http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/cde/cdewp/96-23.pdf
2. http://www.sullivan-county.com/nf0/ep/kids_work.htm http://monitoringthefuture.org/pubs/occpapers/occ32.pdf
3. http://go.hrw.com/eolang/pdfs/ch10-3.pdf
4. http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/high-school/45266.html
Extension Activities:
Parent Handout #1 The Pro’s & Con’s of Teen Jobs

 http://www.more4kids.info/601/should-your-teen-get-a-job/
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GOAL:   Students will analyze the effect of part-time employment during high school years.
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