Strategic Partnerships with…

 Community & Technical Colleges
Examples of ways to collaborate

Community and Technical Colleges are rich with resources and ideal stakeholders to build strategic partnerships.  Since 65% of the job market requires skilled training beyond high school, local community colleges can benefit from students receiving accurate information about the workplace and change ‘out of date’ messages we continue to give our students and steer students towards more relevant post-secondary choices. They can help build the school’s capacity by working as partners with the LINKS program to educate students about:

· job market trends

· course selections

· the importance of rigor

· being a successful college student

· dual credit and EDGE credits

· financial aid and scholarships

· workforce demands

· skills and attitudes necessary for success

· technology tools
Community colleges provide opportunities for all students to visit a college campus and obtain information from students and faculty to assist with making relevant to their post-secondary plans. Since more jobs require a two-year degree or less, it makes sense that we seek help from community colleges and technical schools to get students to initially enter these institutions.  When the student has completed the two year program successfully and his career choice requires a four year program, he/she is more likely to complete the four year program successfully.
Out of every 100 ninth graders 37 enter a four year institution in West Virginia.  Only 16 of these students earn a degree in six years or less.  When students have smaller, more supportive, environments like community colleges, the chances of the student completing a program is greatly multiplied.
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