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Can’t Wait ‘Til Your Senior Project!

Sophomore students:

During your senior year, you will be asked to present a senior project that represents a culmination of what you’ve learned during your first 12 years of school.  This senior project will demonstrate the following skills:

· Research—Can you complete research on a topic that you’ve selected?

· Writing—Can you summarize what you’ve learned about this topic in the form of a formal research paper?

· Speaking—Can you present this information to an audience orally, using visual aids such as PowerPoint, other video displays, and artifacts?

Timeline

· Junior Year
· During this year, you will be asked to choose a topic of interest to you, and hopefully one that is associated with your future career choice.
· You will complete some preliminary research on this topic to be sure that you can find enough information to complete the project correctly.
· Once selected, your topic will be approved by your instructor.
· Senior Year
· Research:  You will be given ample time to find at least 10 sources of information about your topic.  Some of these may be taken from approved Internet sites, but others will consist of books, magazines, pamphlets, etc.
· Paper: You will be guided in the writing of a formal research paper using MLA (Modern Language Association) format that presents the information you’ve learned from your research.  This paper will be graded by your instructor according to a rubric that you’ve been given.
· Speech: You will be guided in the writing of a 3-5 minute speech that tells about your topic.  
· Visual aids: After writing your speech, you will create a visual aid that enhances your speech.  This could be in the form of a PowerPoint, a video, a collage, or some other form of display.
· Presentation: You will deliver your speech in front of a panel of 3-5 judges you will evaluate both the speech and the visual display you present to enhance it.  Both the speech and the visual display will be graded according to a rubric that you will have been given in advance.
Activity:


If you were planning a senior project right now, what topics would you be thinking about?  Why?  List three possible topics below.

1. _____________________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________________
