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Teach Middle School Students to Write Paragraphs
Focus on Writing a Strong Topic Sentence, Body & Conclusion 
Aug 21, 2009 Kellie Hayden 
Students need to write clear, tightly focused paragraphs. It all starts with a solid topic sentence. Add in detail or body sentences and end with strong conclusion. 

Excerpt from article:
Include the Controlling Idea
A controlling idea is an opinion or idea about the topic. It is really what the writer would like to say about the topic. Without the controlling idea, the topic sentence will not be complete. Ask students to use their chosen topic and write a solid topic sentence.
Permission Requested From Author:  http://middle-school-lesson-plans.suite101.com/article.cfm/paragraph_lesson

Read more at Suite101: Teach Middle School Students to Write Paragraphs: Focus on Writing a Strong Topic Sentence, Body & Conclusion
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