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Teacher Information
Each student, in consultation with his or her parents/guardian and school counselor or advisor, selects a broad career cluster for exploration in grades nine and ten and develops the Five Year Plan (also called the Individual Student Transition Plan) based upon the choice of a career cluster.  The student shall designate an educational pathway (professional or skilled) at this time.  The professional pathway leads students toward preparing to enter a four year degree program.  The skilled pathway prepares students for either the workforce or to enter a two year degree program or a training program.  All students are urged to consider education beyond the high school diploma in order to be highly qualified and employable in a global market.

The Career Cluster helps students to focus on a general area of study.  This translates into a Program of Study that helps the student focus educational plans toward the education or training they will need after high school.  The Program of Study will help students be more prepared for success after high school.  The Program of Study may look different in each county, but gives an outline of courses each students needs to take during high school.  All students have some basic required courses (see Policy 2510 or Handout 1: Required Courses).  

In addition to required basic courses, programs required more specialized courses that will prepare students for a particular career pathway.  For example, a student in the Skilled Pathway with a Business concentration (or major) must take these courses, in addition to the regular requirements, in high school:

· Introduction to Business & Marketing
· Business Computer Applications I
· Accounting Principles I
· Accounting Principles II

These business courses are intended to help the student develop understanding in the business field before leaving high school to enter a business college program or before going to work in a similar field.

Based on the Program of Study, the Five Year Plan (or ISTP) is developed by the student, parent, and school.  The Five Year Plan lists all of the classes the student intends to take through high school to prepare for the student’s career goals. (Some counties use a Two-Year and Three-Year Plan instead of one Five Year Plan.) 

The adolescent education program provides challenging and rigorous courses in the programs of study that will enable students to achieve high levels of competence so they can complete graduation requirements and be prepared to successfully enter and compete in the workplace and in post-secondary education.

For details more specific to your county, please contact your high school counselor or the secondary curriculum person at the central office.
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