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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: AA.S.5  Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals and know where and how to obtain information about the world of work and postsecondary training/education.  
Indicators (Students will…):  AA.C.12.5.10 Complete the FAFSA and other scholarship forms to apply for financial aid.
	GOAL:   Students will become familiar with the FAFSA and understand how to complete.


Activity Statements: 
1. Students will examine the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) to recognize the importance of the terminology and the importance of the PIN number and meeting deadlines.

2. Students will identify community resources that will assist with the scholarship and financial aid application process.  

Materials: 
1. Handout 1 – Applying for a FAFSA Pin
2. Handout 2 – Financial Aid Definitions and Acronyms 

3. Handout 3 – Sample FAFSA forms (not included, print from PDF file @ http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/fafsaws89bw.pdf   )
Procedures:
1. Distribute Handout 2: “Financial Aid Definitions and Acronyms”. Review terminology.

2. Distribute sample FAFSA Forms for review.

3. Familiarize students with the resources in the school and community.

a. Counselors/counseling office

b. School library

c. City and college libraries

d. Community agencies

e. People in the community

f. Computerized scholarship search services

g. State programs (PROMISE)

h. Internet sources

Discussion:  
Seniors, it is true that there are millions of dollars in scholarship and financial aid available to you. Some of these awards are available to any high school graduate while others are very specific in their requirements. For example, if you have been an Explorer Scout, you could be eligible for scholarships; if your parents work for Proctor & Gamble or you are a member of a certain church, there are opportunities awaiting you. These categories give you some idea of the wide range of factors that play in scholarship offers. You should begin the application process now. Look at the “Financial Aid Definitions and Acronyms” handout. (Discuss handout with the students.)  One of the most important forms that you will complete is the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) which determines your eligibility for most federal student aid programs. It is based on financial need, rather than academic achievement. Before you begin the FAFSA process, it is a good idea to request a pin number.  All students who apply must meet the general eligibility requirements. To have your financial need determined, you must complete and file the form. A copy may be obtained from your counselor. I am supplying you a practice copy for you to review and share with your parents at this time. Attend Financial Aid Seminars in your area. Students, please note you may not submit the FAFSA before January of your senior year. Try to complete and the mail the FAFSA by February 15. Also, be aware that certain colleges require the Profile, an additional financial aid form you must request. Consult your college admissions counselor to see if a Profile is needed.  

Additional Resources: 
FAFSA Home website www.fafsa.ed.gov
Before beginning a FAFSA http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/before001.htm
Filling out a FAFSA http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/complete001.htm
FAFSA Follow Up http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/follow001.htm
Extension Activities: 
Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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Activity:

Complete the FAFSA online.

Resources:

Roads to Success Lesson Plan – FAFSA I
Roads to Success Lesson Plan – FAFSA II
Lesson Plan – FAFSA is the Key!
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 Students:  Use the Financial Aid Selector to find scholarships.
Adapted from:

Louisiana

 http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/uploads/4879.pdf 
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