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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.2

Students will complete school with the academic rigor 

and preparation essential to choose from a wide range 

of substantial postsecondary options, including college.
Indicators (Students will…): 
AA.A.9.2.04
Learn, practice, and utilize test-taking strategies to 


improve assessment results.
	GOAL:   Students will understand what is on the WESTEST 2, how it is scored, how to increase score, and how this test relates to academic planning.


Activity Statements: 




Students will identify the skills measured on the WESTEST 2 Online Writing and discuss how the results are used to make instructional decisions and assist in improving reading and writing skills. 
Materials: 
Practice Writing Exercise – Handout 1

WESTEST 2 Online Writing Test Grade 9 Rubric – Handout 2

Procedures:

Introduction –The results of the WESTEST 2 Online Writing will be incorporated into the WESTEST 2 Reading/Language Arts score.  To improve your writing skills, use Writing Roadmap 2 as often as possible.  Writing Roadmap 2 is available to all students online.  Writing Roadmap 2 provides practice in all four writing genres – narrative, descriptive, informative, and persuasive.  The program will automatically score practice writing samples and provide feedback.  
1. Distribute Handout 1 

2. Each student will write a practice essay response to the prompt - “Discuss your plans for the future.” – 15-20 minutes
3. Provide each student with Handout 2 – the scoring rubric. If you are going to use the regular scoring rubric, the prompt should mirror WESTEST 2 and it does not.
4. The students will exchange essays and assess a peer’s essay using the rubric.  - 10 minutes

5. Each student will identify his/her major strengths and weaknesses and develop strategies for improvement.
Discussion:  
1. Why is it important to have good writing skills?
2. What are some of the ways you can improve your writing?

3. What are some examples of the need for good writing skills in your future plans?

Additional Resources: 

Parent Guide - 
http://writing.k12.wv.us/pdf/Parent%20Guide%207th%20and%2010th%20Grade%20Writing%20Assessment%20January%202006.pdf 
9th grade scoring rubric - http://writing.k12.wv.us/pdf/Rubric2008.pdf
Writing Roadmap 2.0 – practice sessions for students and teachers
Extension Activities: Student should place a copy of the writing rubric in each subject area notebook (or advisor can provide each student a laminated copy to keep in book bag) and use as a reference for all future writing projects.  Students should use the rubric as a guide to analyze each rough draft and make revisions on final draft.
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