	Harassment: Role Play


	GRADE   8  LESSON 1



As you get ready to act out these situations, remember that you ARE acting.  Choose one person to be the harasser and one to be the victim.  There may be a few extras to make the situation seem “real”.  No touching and no bad language are allowed. Do one role play where the victim uses a passive approach and one role play where the victim uses an assertive approach.  Be able to explain which approach is which and justify your answer to the class.
	  Harassment: Role Plays


	                                                       GRADE 8    LESSON 6


· A group of students is talking about an upcoming school event when one student says he/she can't attend and leaves the group. One of the remaining group members starts to laugh and comments that the person who left probably can't afford to go because he/she never has money to do anything.

· A group of friends is playing basketball at a community basketball court. One member of the group misses a shot and another says, "You are so gay! Everything you do is so gay!"

· A school club is meeting to plan a fund-raising event. When the group decides to hold the event on a Friday evening, one member says that some of the Jewish students won't be able to attend because of religious observance. Another group member laughs and says, "Who cares!" A dif​ferent person in the group feels uncomfortable about the "who cares" response and offers, "There aren't really very many of them anyway."

· A group of friends is sitting together in the cafeteria when one group member comments how the Hmong kids always sit together by themselves talking all "that gibberish."  Let’s go over to their table and pretend we are chickens and make fun of them.
· A group of friends is playing baseball after school. After missing a tag out at home plate, one of the group shouts, "You throw like a girl, you run like a girl!" Another friend adds, “Sometimes you even talk like a girl,” and they all start laughing.
· A certain physical education teacher gets very angry if any of his stu​dents are late to class. He assigns extra punishment exercises to the stu​dents that are tardy. The boys must do push-ups while the girls watch, and the girls must do jumping-jacks while the boys watch. The students are upset with this policy.

· The whole school was excited. The track team was hosting an important district-wide meet. Three of the runners were expected to win their events in record time.  The three runners won their first heats and were going to the locker room to cool down and stretch out. As they were walking to the locker room, the girls passed by some guys from another team. The guys made some sexual comments about how good they looked in shorts.

· Each year the school hosts a powder puff football tournament between the different homeroom classes. The girls play football and the guys cheer. During one game, the male cheerleaders lead the audience of stu​dents, parents, and school staff in a chant about the girls' rear ends.

· Each day during lunch, one group of guys hangs out in the hallway across from the girls' bathroom. As the girls go in and out of the bath​room, the guys make various comments about how the girls look and frequently rate the girls on a scale from 1-10.

The last 4 scenarios were adapted from, Strauss, S. & Espeland, P. (1992). Sexual harassment and teens: A program for positive change. Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit Publishing, Inc. Reprinted with permission.
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