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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.3

Identify the impact of performance on 


WESTEST and other assessment measures.
Indicators:   
 AA.A.8.3.11
Identify the impact of performance on WESTEST 



and other assessment measures.

	GOAL:   Students will review types of assessments and the importance of doing their best.


Activity Statements: 
Students will identify the impact of performance on assessments.  Students will understand the reason they should do their best on assessments by reviewing the standards for admission to colleges in the state.
Materials: 
1. Handout 1:  College Admissions Requirements (one copy of handout per student or display handout electronically)
2. Handout 2: Basic Admission Standards for West Virginia public two-year and four-year institutions
3. Flip chart or white board, markers
Procedures:
1. The teacher asks students to brainstorm the types of assessments they will be given in middle school and high school.  (Examples might include WESTEST, Writing Assessment, classroom tests, unit tests, final exams, rubrics, demonstrations, etc.)  Post the list as students give examples and add assessments they don’t suggest:  ASVAB, ACT, PSAT, ACT, EXPLORE, PLAN, WORKKEYS, Accuplacer, SAT, classroom quizzes, exams, tests, specialized tests as an adult for a particular career, college entrance exams, final exams, end-of-program exam for career and technical programs, etc.
2. The teacher asks students to explain how assessment results are used.  Go through the list that is posted to give specific examples.
3. The teacher displays or distributes copies of Handout 1:  College Admissions Requirements.  Explain that, while these are not necessarily the colleges most students plan to attend, the list of admissions requirements gives us an idea of high school courses and assessment results required.
Discussion:  
· Why are there so many assessments?  How are assessments used?

· Which type of assessment is easiest?  Hardest?

· Do adults have to complete assessments?  Explain.

· Are there ways to prepare for these assessments?

· Why is it important to do your best on every assessment?

Additional Resources: 
· http://www.learnatest.com/generalinfo/testpreptips/combatingtestanxiety.cfm’ -  Combating test anxiety
· http://education.ti.com/educationportal/activityexchange/activity_detail.do?activityid=7057&cid=us – TI Calculator Activities Exchange
· http://bdtonline.com/princeton/x211812097/WESTEST-2-to-challenge-student-skills?keyword=topstory – news article
· http://www.bmb.psu.edu/courses/psu16/troyan/studyskills/examprep.htm - How to Prepare for an Exam

· http://www.bmb.psu.edu/courses/psu16/troyan/studyskills/general.htm  - study skills
· http://www.studygs.net/ - Study Guides and Strategies 

· http://www.testprepreview.com/ - free sample exams
· http://www.campusadmissions.com/ - Campus Admissions

Extension Activities: 
· Students may explore online sample exams keeping them in mind as they begin high school.  Preparation counts!  (Example:  http://www.testprepreview.com/)
· Students may learn more about the importance of assessment results by researching admissions requirements, job application qualifications, etc.

· Students may investigate the types of assessments generally expected for a particular career pathway.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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