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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards:
AA.S.1 

Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and skills 

that contribute to effective learning in school and 


across the lifespan.

Indicators:   
AA. A 8.1.07  
Individualize effective test-taking skills.
	GOAL:   Students will acquire and practice effective test-taking skills.


Activity Statements: 
Students will review effective test taking skills including a variety of preparation strategies.

They will learn how to apply the DETER strategy using the five steps to address multiple choice test questions. Students will develop personalized lists of effective test taking skills.

Materials: 

1. Handout 1:  Lesson Plan for Test Taking (one copy of handout per student)
2. Handout 2:  DETER Strategy (copies of handout for students to share or display electronically)

3. Teacher Resource 1:  DETER Detour
4. Highlighters, pens or pencils for students

5. Flip chart or white board, markers

6. Paper for students
Procedures:
1. The teacher distributes copies of Handout 1:  Lesson Plan for Test Taking.  
2. Students will skim Handout 1 and highlight key points, particularly any new ideas they find.  After students have completed the activity, students will share key points.  These points will be posted on a chart or white board.  As students take turns, they should pay attention so that they do not duplicate a point already posted. 

3. Students will develop their own personal lists of the top ten test taking tips.  Their lists are recorded on paper or in their student planners.

4. The teacher asks students if they remember the DETER strategy for test taking.  The teacher may share the strategy electronically or distribute copies of Handout 2:  DETER Strategy.  The teacher uses Teacher Resource 1:  DETER Detour to complete the review of this strategy.

Discussion:  

· Will every strategy work the same for every person?  Explain.

· How can you practice some of the skills you learned today?

· Are there some test taking skills that everyone seemed to prefer?

· How will these ideas change your study habits?

· What are some of the ideas and suggestions you will try to use?

· Is there anything that works for you that you can share?

· How can the DETER activity help you remember test taking strategies?

· Are there any of the activities that you can apply in other situations?

· Would any of the strategies you’ve learned also apply as study skills?

· Have you thought about the test taking strategies that work best for you?  

· Do you have a list (written or in your head) of things you can use?

Additional Resources: 
· http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4006 – No Pain, High Gain

· http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=8091 – Test-Taking Strategies

· http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/27080.aspx - Teaching Multiple Test-Taking Strategies

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/ - WVDE Strategy Bank

· http://www.adprima.com/studyout.htm  - Effective Study Skills

· http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/index.html - College Board Resources

· http://www.teachervision.fen.com/study-skills/teaching-methods/6390.html) – Top Ten Test Taking Tips for Students

Extension Activities: 

· Students may sponsor a test taking tips article in the school newsletter.  The class may work with school administrators to get the school excited about doing well on the state exam.

· Students may research test taking strategies independently keeping a log of effective strategies.

· Students may further develop their personal list of test taking skills by making a poster or sticker to use at home.

· Students may use the ideas from DETER Detour activity to develop a test-taking strategy video or presentation for other students.   Perhaps eighth graders can develop something to be shared with students who will soon be starting in middle school.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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