	SLANT – Teacher Resource  2                                                              

	                                         GRADE 8 LESSON 23


After introducing and practicing SLANT, students may develop a poster for the classroom to use as a reminder. During future classes, the teacher will announce “SLANT” as a reminder to use the strategy, particularly if attention is waning.  When students SLANT, they are actively engaged and paying close attention to the lesson.
SLANT Strategy
 This strategy is helpful in training one's body and mind to be actively engaged in class, especially when learning new information or being involved in a lecture or discussion. This helps to maximize engaged time in class. 

 
Sit up straight (make sure your body is at attention in class.  You should be sure not to slouch or   put your head down.  This leads the body to want to fall asleep and miss a lot of class information.)

Lean forward (Lean slightly forward in your chair.  This piece of body language shows we are interested in the information, even when we're not.  Often we can train our minds to follow our bodies)
Ask questions immediately if you do not understand. (To be able to stay actively engaged and focused in class, you need to understand everything that is going on.  If you don't                   understand something, raise your hand immediately.)

Note Key Points (May also be “Nod when you do understand”.) In some instances, the "N" in the strategy can be used to remind students to TAKE NOTES.  (If you have ever noticed adults speak to each other, especially in meetings, you'll notice that they give a slight nod when they understand what is going on.  This helps to keep your body engaged and shows the speaker you are interested and involved.)
Track the teacher/speaker with your eyes. (If you keep your eyes on the presenter/speaker/teacher, you'll be sure not to daydream or get distracted by other things.)
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