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Student Advisement Program




Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.5 

Students will employ strategies to achieve future 


career goals and know where and how to obtain 


information about the world of work and 


postsecondary training/education. 

Indicators: 
AA.C.8.5.09
Demonstrate effective communication skills in 


verbal, non-verbal situations and public speaking 


and presentation.
	GOAL:   Students will practice public speaking and communications skills.


Activity Statements: 
Students will practice 21st Century communication and presentation skills by making an impromptu presentation as part of a team working together on the presentation.  They will identify what 21st Century skills the employed including active listening.
Materials: 
Paper, pencil
Various presentation materials (poster board, markers, computer, data projector, etc.)
Teacher Resource 1 – Sample Topics
Teacher Resource 2 - SLANT 
Procedures:
1. Set up as if this is a business presentation. Remind students to practice active listening skills as well as their 21st Century skills.  Review active listening skills (Lesson 8.22) if needed.
2. Students will be assigned to present an impromptu presentation in a pair or small group.  Explain “impromptu” and provide a list of suggested topics from which students may choose.  (See Teacher Resource 1 – Sample Topics for suggestions.) 

3. Explain that impromptu presentations should last no more than three minutes and that each member of a group must contribute something tangible to the presentation.  Remind students of classroom expectations for presentations.  (In order to keep the activity non-threatening, appropriate participation should be the only requirement.  For some students, this may be the first time in front of a group.)
4. Provide students with various materials to use as part of the presentation if students wish to prepare visual aids or other presentation resources. 
5. Permit fifteen minutes of preparation.  After preparation time, each team will demonstrate an impromptu presentation to the class.  Keep time in order to keep groups moving along.

6. After all groups have completed presentations, have students write a paragraph describing the team’s use of 21st Century Skills for this presentation. 
Discussion:  
· Did we actively listen while others were giving presentations?

· Did you learn something about preparing or giving group presentations?

· Why are communication and presentation skills important?

· How can we improve our presentation skills?

· What types of communication were evident during our presentations?

· Are there classes for which you will need to give presentations?

· What other audiences might you have for presentations in the future?

· Are there jobs or careers for which you will need to be able to participate in presentations?

· Give an example of a presentation that might be given for a particular job or company.

Additional Resources: 
· Language Arts Department may provide resources such as suggestions for additional topics, presentation strategies, coping skills, etc.
· SKILLS USA competition for Career & Technical Education programs includes presentation components.  Student participants or their school sponsor may be a resource.
· SLANT Helps Students Learn - http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art48616.asp
Extension Activities: 
· Ask students to talk with adults about presentations that are part of their jobs.  What presentations must they prepare?  Who is the audience for their presentations?
· Students may share experiences with the class about presentations they complete in other courses.  Encourage students to remember lessons they have learned through Advisory when developing presentations.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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