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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

A.S.1
Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and skills that 

contribute to effective learning in school and across the 

lifespan.
A.S.5
Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals
and know where and how to obtain information about the 
world of work and postsecondary training/education.
A.S.8
Students will make decisions, set goals, and take necessary
action to achieve goals.
Indicators: 
  AA.A.8.1.06
Demonstrate competency in communication skills in presentations, public speaking, 


verbal and non-verbal communication.
   AA.C.8.5.09
Demonstrate effective communication skills in verbal, non-verbal situations and public 


speaking and presentation.
  AA.PSD.8.8.07
Develop  effective communication skills.
	GOAL:   Students will reinforce active listening skills used in effective communications.


Activity Statements: 
Students will learn about active listening skills through role playing and the SLANT strategies.  They will discuss the importance of active listening as a 21st  Century communication skills.

Materials: 
Handout 1 – Active Listening
Handout 2 – SLANT
Procedures:

1. Explain to students that paying attention to speakers may be even more difficult in the technology age.  Discuss the importance of being able to actively listen – both for the content of what’s being said and for the respect of listening.  Talk about the implications of not actively listening at the appropriate time.
2. Use Handout 1 – Active Listening to introduce the steps to active listening.  After reviewing active listening strategies, students will volunteer to speak about their favorite food, music, 
etc.  (Limit to one or two minutes per volunteer.)  The rest of the class will demonstrate active listening and follow up by asking appropriate questions after each presentation.  
3. Discuss how active listening fits into 21st Century communication skills.

4. Role play non-active listening with one student playing the business partner doing an important sale presentation and another student playing the partner who is off task.  Reinforce the importance of effective communication skills, including active listening.

5. Write SLANT on the board or poster.  Use Handout 2 – SLANT (or provide copies of information to students) as a teacher resource to further explain SLANT.  

6. Discuss how SLANT reinforces active listening.  Encourage students to write SLANT in their student planners or notebook for future reference.
Discussion:  

· What are the steps to active listening?

· Is it more difficult to pay attention and listen actively now that technology is so prevalent?
· Why is it important to be able to communicate effectively?

· How does active listening play a role in effective communication?

· What is SLANT?

· How are SLANT and active listening related?

· How can the SLANT strategy be useful at school or on the job?

· How are communication skills and important part of 21st Century Skills?

Additional Resources: 
· Money Management Resource - http://teachersnetwork.org/teachnetusa/jcole/cole.htm
· Delivering Persuasive Speech - http://www.lessontutor.com/dppersuasive.html 
· Leadership Style - http://psychology.about.com/library/quiz/bl-leadershipquizc.htm
· Management  Skills Resources -  http://www.mftrou.com/ 

· Listening & Speaking Resources - http://www.proteacher.com/070001.shtml
· Active Listening - http://712educators.about.com/cs/activelistening/a/activelistening_2.htm
· Listening Skills - http://www.potsadr.com/wp-content/uploads/2006/08/Lesson%20Plan%204%20-%20Say%20what.pdf
· Active Listening - http://westernreservepublicmedia.org/testquest/listen.htm
· Listening Skills - http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=test-your-current-listening-skills_1
· SLANT Helps Students Learn - http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art48616.asp
· Active Listening Tips - http://homeworktips.about.com/od/homeworkhelp/qt/listening.htm
· Ms. James’ s Class page - http://www.eileensclass.teach-nology.com/strategies.html
Extension Activities: 
· Show a video to the class (or use an upcoming classroom video or guest speaker that all students will view).  Students will take notes and practice active listening.  They will report out and compare notes in a class following the activity.
· Students may make posters to display as classroom classrooms for SLANT.

· Students may make SLANT stickers for their notebooks or planners as reminders to use the technique.

· Students may consider their personal listening and presentation skills and develop a plan of action to improve each.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)
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