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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.3

Students will understand the relationship 



of academics to the world of work and to 



life at home and in the community.
Indicators:   
 AA.A.8.3.09
Identify and apply strategies to improve 



writing skills.
	GOAL:   Students will review effective writing strategies.


Activity Statements: 
Students will compare formal and informal writing.  They will identify whether a statement is formal or informal and   Students will identify effective writing strategies.
Materials: 
1. Teacher Resource 1:  Formal and Informal Writing (advance preparation needed)
2. Handout 1:  Formal and Informal Writing (one copy per student or per group)
3. Handout 2:  Personal Narrative (one copy per student and display electronically for illustration and discussion if possible)
4. Plain envelopes for TR 1 preparation
Procedures:
1. The teacher uses Teacher Resource 1:  Formal and Informal Writing to complete the activity.  (Remember to prepare envelopes with slips in advance.)

2. The teacher distributes Handout 1:  Formal and Informal Writing.  Students will use the handout to check their answers (TR 1 activity).  Ask students to consider which type of writing they use more frequently and to give examples.  (The teacher may point out text messages and other electronic forms of communication in which informal writing are used.)
3. The teacher asks students to think about how they did on the most recent writing assessment or a writing assignment.  Explain that there are specific steps students can take to write effectively.  
4. Distribute copies of Handout 2:  Personal Narrative and display if possible.  Read through the sets using the electronic links to point out resources students may use.  Discuss the use of formal or informal writing within a personal narrative or another type of essay.
Discussion:  
· Compare formal writing and informal writing?  Can you give an example of each?

· Are there also formal and informal styles of speaking?  Explain.

· Why is it important to be able to use formal writing?

· Which type of writing is needed more often in class?  At home?  With your friends?  Online?

· Could there be a problem if you use the wrong form of writing or speaking in the wrong setting?  Give an example.
· How can you improve your writing?  Did you know there are specific steps and strategies that will help when writing a personal narrative?

· What other components of a writing assignment should you check?  Spelling?  Legibility?  Capitalization?
· Will writing be important for your postsecondary education and career plans?  Explain.
Additional Resources: 
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/westest_index.html  - WESTEST Index
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/writing/wa_index.html - Writing Assessment Index
· http://boe.mono.k12.wv.us/resources/writing_files/PARENT_GUIDE_2008.pdf - Parent Guide
· http://www.acuityforschool.com/why-choose-acuity/acuity_casestudy_ohiocounty.pdf (teacher resource)
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/results_state.html - state results
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/filecabinet.html - WVDE File Cabinet

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WRITING%20ROADMAP%202%20-%20RUBRIC.pdf – writing rubric
· http://www.yourdictionary.com/dictionary-articles/Academic-Writing-Skills.html - academic writing
· http://www.custom-essay.net/custom-essay-writing-guide/informal-and-formal-writing-style.htm - informal and formal writing
· http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/122.html - College Board Resources
· http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/booksellers/press_release/100freshman/ - 100 Words Every High School Freshman Should Know
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/West%20Virginia%20Writing%20Rubric%20-%20Grade%208.pdf – grade 8 writing rubric 
· http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/writeideas – writing help for kids (including model papers, organizers, etc.)
Extension Activities: 
· The class may begin a Word Wall in the classroom and build it during the school year.  Encourage students to find new words to add to the Wall for test preparation.  Remind students of the importance of vocabulary and being able to use and recognize a variety of words.

· Students may work independently on the  “100 Words Every High School Freshman Should Know”  http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/booksellers/press_release/100freshman/
· Students may continue to investigate effective writing strategies to improve their own technique:   http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/writeideas.
· Students may review the WVDE Online Writing Rubric and practice using writing prompts.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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