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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.5

Students will employ strategies to achieve future 


career goals and know where and how to obtain 


information about the world of work and 



postsecondary training/education.
Indicators: 
AA.C.8.5.08 
Compare and contrast career options.
	GOAL:   Students will compare and contrast different career options.


Activity Statements: 
Students will review career cluster definitions.  The teacher will do a class demonstration using a Tootsie Roll bag to show the various careers associated with one item.  Students will divide into small groups and arrange occupation cards according to clusters by the highest paying to the lowest paid in that cluster.

Materials: 
Whiteboard or LCD data projector

Teacher Resource #1 Career Descriptions

Teacher Resource #2 Occupation Card Answers
Teacher Resource #3 Occupation Cards (one sheet cut up for each group)
Handout # 1 Career Clusters
A bag of Tootsie Rolls
Procedures:

1. Say:  Today we are going to compare and contrast different career options.

2. Show Teacher Resource #1 Career Descriptions
3. Go over the description of each of the clusters.
4. Hold up a bag of “Tootsie Rolls”.

5. Say:  
What do you think is in this package?  How do you know what is inside without seeing the name of the candy?  Someone had to design the package so that when you see it, you would know what was inside.  Which Career Cluster would this be? (Arts and Humanities)

6. Read the package ingredient list, ie. Sugar, partially hydrogenated soybean oil, milk, etc.  Which Career Cluster is responsible for these? (Natural Resources)

7. Say:  Let’s pretend you are a farmer and you want to transport soybeans from your field to the place where they make partially hydrogenated soybean oil.  Which Career Cluster would that be?  (Human Services)
8. Say:  Now imagine that you are working in the Tootsie Roll factory.  Suddenly, the Tootsie Roll machine breaks down.  Which Career Cluster are you going to call for help?  (Engineering & Technology)

9. Say:  When is the best time to ship extra Tootsie Rolls to the store – before or after Halloween?  This is called marketing.  Someone in an office needs to figure out where and when to send out extra candy.  Which Career Cluster is this?  (Business & Marketing)

10. Say:  Your mom has brought a bag of Tootsie Rolls.  You ask her if you have one serving.  One serving is ….(read from the nutritional information on the package).  Who determines serving size, calories and other nutritional information?  (Health Services)

11. Say:  What are you learning as we talk about the different types of jobs associated with this one bag of Tootsie Rolls?  Which job associated with the Tootsie Roll bag would you be most interested in doing and why?  Which job associated with the Tootsie Roll bag would you be the least interested in doing and why?
12. Divide the students into 6 small groups.
13. Pass out Handout # 1 Career Clusters to each student and one sheet of the occupations cards, pre-cut.

14. Explain to students that they are to work together as a group to decide under which cluster each of the occupation cards belong.  Then have them arrange the occupations in each cluster according to salary.  Which occupation in this cluster will make the most money and which will make the least?  Each student should record the group’s answers on the handout.  
15. Give students 15 to 20 minutes to work together.

16. Ask one student from each group to go to the board and assign them one of the career clusters to write and then under it the occupations that fall in that cluster from highest to lowest paid.  Have a different group do each cluster.

17. Use Teacher Resource #2 Occupation Card Answers and let the students know how well they did.  Let student’s know that the salary information is from www.careeronestop.org and is based on the West Virginia average for that occupation.  If you have time you can take them to the website and click on “salary and benefits” and type in one of the occupations, to show the students how to obtain this information on their own.
Discussion:  
1. Were there any occupations that you weren’t quite sure which cluster they were under?

2. Were there any surprises about occupations and their salaries?

3. What have you learned to day when you look at the different clusters and the occupations associated with those clusters?

4. What are some of the similarities with the occupations in a cluster? (pick one in particular)

5. What are some differences with the occupations in a cluster? (pick on in particular)


Additional Resources:
Missouri Comprehensive Guidance Programs:  Linking School Success to Life Success 
http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/lessons/careerms.php
www.careeronestop.org
Extension Activities: 
Ask students to take home Handout #1 Career Clusters and follow the directions on the bottom to continue to search salary and other information about occupations within the different career clusters.
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