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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.2
Students will complete school with academic rigor and preparation to choose from a wide range of substantial postsecondary options.
AA.8.4
Students will acquire the skills to integrate the word of work and make informed career decisions.

Indicators: 







AA.A.8.2.16
Develop an academic career plan.







AA.C.8.4.17
Review and revise career plans based on 









academic goals.
	GOAL:   Students will create and develop an academic career plan. 


Activity Statements: 


Students will begin the next stage of developing the first two years of their five-year plan also known as the Individual Student Transition Plan or ISTP.  During this session advisors will introduce students to the WVDE Programs of Study website  or to the school’s ISTP Plan Process.  Advisors may download the two and three year plans from the school websites or from the LINKS program site at the state department site or complete the first two years of the samples provided if you do not have access to a computer lab.
Materials: 
     School specific information on Career Clusters 
     Student reports, videos, posters or websites

     Student portfolio folders with teacher recommendations for honors/remedial programs for        

     math, etc.
     Computer lab or PowerPoint to view http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm OR
     School ISTP forms (Two samples are included—professional and skilled)
Procedures: 
· Review with students the clusters from the website or PowerPoint from Lesson 8.16.
· Students will review school information on career concentrations and choose a career cluster to do research to finalize career decision-making process for career concentration.
·  Students will review school materials to discover required courses and recommended electives for concentrations they are considering.

· Place students considering the same cluster into groups and allow students to discuss possible careers and possible course selection for the 9th and 10th grade years.  Allow students time to work on poster ideas or explore the information related to the career and cluster that they have chosen.
· Instruct students to begin developing a draft copy of the first TWO years of their two-year ISTP Plan.  Explain that selections for honors courses and algebra support will come from teacher recommendation.
Discussion:  
· What criteria have you used to select your career cluster?

· What about this career cluster is most appealing to you?

· How can you change your career cluster choice in the future?

· What career appeals to you most right now?

· What courses should you take while in high school to prepare?  How are your elective choices going to help prepare you for your chosen career?  

· Are you aware that you have to repeat any required course that you fail in high school and you lose the elective courses in the following years?

· Which career do you plan to research for your career presentation to be given over the next couple of weeks?

Additional Resources: 
Occupational Outlook Handbook http://www.bls.gov/oco
WORKFORCE WV http://www.wvbep.org/bep/LMI/default.htm
Career One Stop Videos by Cluster http://www.acinet.org/acinet/videos.asp?id=27&nodeid=27 
American Career Resource Network www.acrnetwork.org
Extension Activities:  Research on the websites the career choice you selected to make sure you have chosen a field that suits your interests and that you are taking the appropriate coursework during your first two years of high school.
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