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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.3

Students will understand the relationship of academics 

to the world of work and to life at home and in the 


community.
Indicators: 
AA.A.8.3.06
Understand the requirements and options for skilled 

versus professional education.
AA.C.8.4.16
Identify professional versus skilled careers and related 






    educational requirements.
	GOAL:   Students will review requirements and options for skilled vs. professional education.




Activity Statements: 
 

Advisors will share information about their school’s career clusters and concentrations and 


share information about the WV Department of Education website that assists students in 


curriculum planning related to the skilled and professional pathways.  Advisors will also make 


students aware that they must select a career cluster in the 8th grade and take coursework in 


high school related to their pathways.


Materials: 
· School brochures/pamphlets containing information on career clusters 
· PowerPoint on Career Clusters (Optional Quiz available)
· WVDE Programs of Study website or handouts if the lab is not available
· Career Planner Portfolio from the 9th grade LINKS program

· School ISTP forms used for scheduling 8th grade students for high school.
· WVDE Programs of Study Website http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm and wvmentor.com .
· Handout #1 2-Year and 4-Year College Programs
· EXPLORE results (if available) to help guide discussions that are relevant to the individual students.

· Coaching Your Student to Success booklet from the State Department, if available.


Procedures:

· Have students identify the six WV Career Clusters and the two pathways using the state website or the PowerPoint Presentation.

· 1.  Give each student a handout on Programs of Study. 
     2.  Using Power Point presentation on Career Clusters, the instructor  will 
           explain each of the career clusters and the job opportunities in each cluster. 
     3.  Discuss Pathways.  Each student will select a pathway in your career 
           cluster.   The pathway indicates if you plan to pursue additional education after 
           you graduate from high school.  The two pathways are: 
                       Professional indicates that you plan to go to college for at least four or 
                       more years. 
                       If you select the skilled pathway, you plan to seek two additional years of 
                       education after you graduate from high school 
        4.  Discuss graduation requirements 
        5.  Answer student questions.
· Give optional quiz if desired.
· Use the Handout #1 “2-Year and 4-Year College Programs” to aid students in the selection of the pathway that is appropriate for them.

· Use the EXPLORE results information to see which occupation they are considering and see if the selected the same pathway on that form.  Make any necessary changes based on the discussion from the handout.

· Distribute “Programs of Study” information specific to your school.

· Distribute Two-Year ISTP Plans to students from their portfolios.
· Divide students into groups after you have them self-identify the cluster they believe they are in and plan their high school courses based on their decisions.
· Have students discuss careers they believe fit into their cluster and review courses they would need to take to complete a concentration based on the information you provided them on school specific clusters.
Discussion:  
1. What is the career in which you are most interested?

2. Which cluster most closely relates to your career choice?

3. What are required high school courses for the specific career cluster and pathway you are most interested in according to the school handouts provided to you?
4. What differences are there in the two and four year programs for high school students?

5. If you are undecided, what is a course you might take next year to help you decide on a career cluster?
Additional Resources: 
Occupational Outlook Handbook http://www.bls.gov/OCO 
Career Cluster Research (WV Clearinghouse)  http://wvclear.wvstate.edu 

Career Center www.wvmentor.com 
Policy 2510 http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies
Extension Activities (Optional): 
Explore the websites to explore careers of interest.  Students can investigate salaries, colleges and universities, military and apprenticeship programs, as well a funding sources for post-secondary study.
Sections Adapted from:

Marion County Schools Career  Advisor/Advisee Lessons
http://www.thesolutionsite.com/lesson/5309/overview.htm
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