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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.2
Students will complete school with the academic rigor and 
 
substantial postsecondary options, including college.

AA.S.4
 Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of 
work in relation to knowledge of self and to make informed 
career decisions.
 Indicators: 
AA.A.8.2.14   
Identify the relationship between educational 
                           levels and career options
AA.C.8.4.14   
Correlate educational levels to corresponding 


career options.
	GOAL:   Students will associate educational levels to career options.


Activity Statements: 
Students will use the website www.wvmentor.org to search information about careers and their educational levels within each of the career clusters.  Students will compare and contrast careers within their chosen cluster according to their required educational levels.  Depending on your resources, this lesson can be done in a computer lab with each student able to complete their own handout or in groups of six (with one student using a computer at a time, requiring approximately 4 computers being available in the classroom).  If no computers are available, there is an alternate lesson delivery suggested below. 

Materials: 
White Board or LCD data projector

Handout #1 Linking Education to Career Options
Teacher Resource #1 Directions to Students for Assignment
Procedures:

1. Say:  Today we will look at required educational levels for different types of occupations.  We want to make sure that we know exactly how much education is required for various occupations.  You do not want to cut yourself short by not planning properly for your future.  If your intended occupation requires a bachelor’s degree then you would want to know that now.  Why? (so you would make sure you make good grades in high school so you can get admitted to college and also in order to be eligible to receive scholarships to help pay for college).  Same is true, if you are planning to go to a 4 year college but your desired occupation requires technical school instead, then again you would be making the wrong plans and headed in the wrong direction.
2. Pass out Handout # 1 Linking Education to Career Options
3. Post Instructor Resource # 1 Directions for Students for Assignment

4. Or give out as a handout
5. Send students to computer to complete Handout #1 using the directions and website www.wvmentor.org
6. Or in groups of 6: each assigned a cluster
7. Take turns at computer and look their up assigned cluster and share answers with each other (would only need 3 or 4 computers)
8. Or use Whiteboard and do the assignment together as a class having all student’s fill in the information as you go. 
9. Or teacher uses overheads (fill in the information ahead of time by using the directions below:
www.wvmentor.org
Click on “Career Center”

Click on “List of Careers by Cluster”
Click on a Cluster of your interest

Click on a Career in that cluster
Discussion:  
1. What are you learning today about the link between education and career options?

2. Have you discovered an occupation that might require more education than you thought?

3. Have you discovered an occupation that might require less education than you thought?

4. What is the value of exploring the educational requirements of your career interest?

Additional Resources: 
http://www.aie.org/MiddleSchool/Careers/careersanddegrees.cfm
www.wvmentor.org
Extension Activities: 
http://wvmentor.org/career/careercenter/parents.asp
Send home Parent Resource #1 WVMentor Plan a Career (print it from the above website)
Developed by: Shelly DeBerry, Counselor, Martinsburg High School (2009) sdeberry@access.k12.wv.us
Resource or Adapted from:
http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning
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