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EMPLOYEMNT AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
1.) Most jobs available to high school graduates without prior work experience are in the food, retail and service industries.

2.) Begin earning money immediately but generally earn less over time than others with higher education.

3.) Getting a jump start on a career especially if you have already done and internship or received some skills training while in high school.

4.) College is still an option if you choose to enter the workforce right away.  Many students will work a year and then enter college after saving a specified amount of money so they do not need to take out a loan.  So, remember don’t let grades slip while in high school because you will still use your high school transcript in order to get into to college.

5.) It is important to discover your interest.  Do some volunteer work or part-time in high school in a couple different areas so you have an idea of the type of job that will interest you most.

6.) Explore the types of jobs that are available to high school graduates in your area.  In other words, don’t just take a job because you were offered it but rather during your Senior year actively explore the types of jobs available to high school graduates in your area.  Talk to your counselor, teachers, mentors, friends, family and neighbors that can steer you in the direction of companies or individuals who are inclined to hire high school graduates.

7.) It is a good idea to sit down and talk to someone who has a high school diploma and is currently working in a job that might be of interest to you.

8.) Having a good resume with good references will be a key factor in entering the workforce immediately upon graduation.  As well as your high school transcript reflecting your grades and attendance.

9.) It is important to develop good interviewing skills as this will be a determining factor for obtaining employment immediately after high school.

Discussion Question:

If you were to graduate tomorrow with a high school diploma and have decided to go straight into the work place who could you talk to for good advice about jobs that would be available to you?  What type of job would you be interested in, if you went straight to work after high school?  Who could you use as a reference on a job application that might be helpful in getting you hired?
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