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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.8.2:  Students will complete school with academic rigor and 
  preparation essential to choose from a wide range of 
  postsecondary options.

AA.8.4:  Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world 
  of work in relations to make informed career decisions.
Indicators: 

AA.A.8.2.14: 
Identify the relationship between educational 

levels and career options.




    AA.C.8.4.13:     Understand options and plan for postsecondary 






     options.
	GOAL:   Students will be introduced to post-secondary options.


Activity Statements: Students will explore the options that are available to them after high school.  As a large classroom they will brainstorm together and then break off into pairs or small groups to finish the worksheet through collaborative learning.

Materials: 
LCD data projector

Teacher Resource #1 Options for Your Future (blank)

Teacher Resource #2 Options for Your Future (suggested answers)

Handout #1 Options for Your Future

Procedures:

1. Say:  How many of you would be excited if today was the day you were going to graduate from high school? How many of you know exactly what you are going to do after high school?  (Allow students to respond.)  Today we are going to discover all the possible opportunities and options available after high school.  I know it seems strange to be talking about after high school when you haven’t even started high school yet, but there is great amount of preparation that is involved in successfully pursuing your choices after high school.  As a matter of fact many of the things that you do now and during your high school career will have a great affect on your choices after high school.  In other words, you begin to open doors for your future at this time in your life and you also may close doors as well with choices you make now and during your high school years.

2. What are some options out there for after high school?  Tell me what some are you planning to do after high school?

3. Show Instructor Resource #1 Options for Your Future
4. Pass out Handout # 1 Options for Your Future

5. Go over the options at the top.  Point out any that the students did not mention.

6. Ask students to give one benefit of each option and write that in under the option.  (as shown on Teacher Resource #2 Options for Your Future)

7. Divide students into pairs or small groups and ask them to see who can come up with the most benefits for each of the options.

8. Give them about 10 minutes.  Then have students report out their answers.  

9. Instruct students to write on their paper any new benefits they hear that they did not already have written.

10. Show the Instructor Resource #1 Options for Your Future.
11. Ask students to give one preparation for each option and fill that in and have students do the same on their papers.

12. Instruct students in their groups again to see who can come up with the most preparations for each option.

13. Give them about ten minutes.  Then have students report out their answers.

14. Instruct students to write on their paper any new benefits they hear that they did not already have written.

15. Instruct students to take a few minutes and decide which option they are most interested in pursuing and have them mark that on their paper.

16. Ask any students to share the choice they have made and why they are making that choice.  

Discussion:  

1. What did you learn today about post-secondary options?

2. Did you learn about an option today that you were unaware of?

3. Did you learn more information about the option you were already considering?

4. Are you considering a different option now as a result of the lesson today?

Additional Resources: 
http://mappingyourfuture.org/Counselors/
www.wvmentor.org
http://www.shptso.org/College%20Planning/College%20Planning.htm
http://www.k12.wa.us/navigation101/Curriculum2007-08/NavGr07/Nav0710Rev0807.pdf
http://specialpopulations.org/Chapters%20-%20Vol26-3/Opening%20Doors_26_3.pdf
Extension Activities: 

Have students take their completed form home and discuss their options with their family.  

Have students add any additional options their family might suggest.

Have them share any additional information with their group at a later date.

Developed by:  Shelly DeBerry, Counselor, Martinsburg High School (2009)
sdeberry@access.k12.wv.us
Resource or Adapted from:

http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning
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