	Critical Thinking I                                                       


	GRADE   7  LESSON  34



	[image: image1.png]INKS

Student Advisement Program





Critical Thinking I                                                   

	GRADE  7  LESSON  34


[image: image2.png]INKS

Student Advisement Program




Required time:  30 -   45 minutes
Content Standards: 

AA.S.1 

Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and skills that 

contribute to effective learning in school and across the 

lifespan.

Indicators: 
	GOAL:   Students will be introduced to critical thinking skills.  


AA.A.7.1.07 Understand and apply critical thinking skills to academic and non-academic tasks.
Activity Statements: Students will understand the importance of being able to apply critical thinking skills to academic and no-academic tasks by creating a solution to a problem using a problem-solving model. 
Materials: 
1. Handout 1: Problem-Solving Model for each student

2. Overhead projector 

3. Box or paper bag

Procedures: 
1. Begin by helping the class to identify the definition of a problem. Brainstorm examples of problems on the board that they may experience regularly or occasionally during 7th grade. Say “Everybody has problems and its how we choose to handle our problems that makes the difference. If we don’t learn to effectively solve our problems, we might make some poor decisions or choices that could have terrible consequences. Therefore, learning an easy problem-solving model is a good idea.”
2. Introduce the problem-solving model from Handout 1. Have students write problems down on a piece of paper that they may be experiencing or are common for 7th graders to experience. Pass a box or paper bag around the room and have each student put their example of a problem into the bag.  Choose several problems from the bag or box and work through the model on an overhead with the class, offering suggestions for a solution. 
3. Next, divide the class into small groups and choose a different problem to solve. Ask each group to share its solution with the class. 

4. End the lesson by having students individually solve a problem that has not been discussed using Handout 1: Problem-Solving Model. 
Discussion:  
1. What makes problem-solving a good skill to have? 

2.  Where else could you use this skill of problem-solving? 

3. Why is it good to think of the consequences for the solutions that you brainstorm? 

4. Why evaluate the solution? 

5. What could happen if you didn’t evaluate the solution? 

Additional Resources: 
· Choices and Consequences 



http://www.bam.gov/sub_yourlife/yourlife_choices.html 

· Critical Thinking Activities 



http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson145.shtml 
· Critical Thinking Community 


http://www.criticalthinking.org/resources/k12/TRK12-remodelled-lesson-6-9.cfm
Extension Activities: 
Students: Take the problem-solving model home and share with your parents. Show your parents the problem-solving model. Use the problem-solving model on a problem your family is having currently. 
Advisors: Have the students do a different type of problem. For example, if there problem was non-academic, have them do an academic problem the second time. 
Lesson Created by Dr. Lisa Burton and Adapted from Building a Positive Self-Concept: 113 Activities for Adolescents by Jacobs, Turk, & Horn.  
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