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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.2 

Students will understand the relationship of 


academics to the world of work and to life at home 

and in the community.
AA.S.7 

Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes and 


interpersonal skills to help them understand and 


respect self and others. 

Indicators: 
AA.A.7.3.10
Demonstrate and apply strategies for Global 21 


learning.
AA.PSD.7.7.16
Apply Global 21 learning skills.
	GOAL:   Students will learn and expand for Global 21 applications.


Activity Statements: 
Students will investigate 21st Century skills and relate them to their career options.
They will explore how technology impacts their world and the differences between today and their parents’ generation.
Materials: 
Handout 1 – What are 21st Century Learning Skills?
Handout 2 – 21st Century Rating
Procedures:
1. Introduce 21st Century Skills by comparing skills students need in school today with those needed in school by their parents or grandparents.  Ask students to imagine not having technology that is now readily available to them.
2. Provide copies of Handout 2 (or display electronically).  Students complete the self-rating for their perception of their 21st Century Skills and answer the questions. 

3. Ask students how 21st Century Skills and technology tools might change for their own children in the future.  Have students use their imagination to develop a drawing, oral or written description of skills of the future. 
Discussion:  
· What are 21st Century Skills?  
· How are 21st Century Skills different than previous skills?

· How are 21st Century Skills important for careers?

· Give examples of how Skills are needed for particular jobs or careers.

· Which 21st Century Skills do you need to improve?

· Which 21st Century Skills are your best ones?
· Are there Skills listed that are unfamiliar?  How can we learn more about them?

· How can you improve the 21st Skills that you will need in the future?

Additional Resources: 
Policy 2520.14 -- 21st Century Learning Skills and Technology Tools Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools (PDF) (Word) (http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/)

Skills Pay Off Later - http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090325132536.htm
Crossword Puzzles -  http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/crossword/Crossword_k-8.pdf
Pay Differential - http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/docs_lessons/203_pay1.html
Extension Activities: 
· Students may further investigate 21st Century they identified that they need to strengthen. This could include interviewing an adult about how the skill is used on the job and suggestions for how to learn more about it.
· Students may use online or other resources to develop puzzles for the class to use.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)
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