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	                               GRADE   7  LESSON  27 

Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.1    Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and skills that                contribute to effective learning in school and across the lifespan.

Indicators:   
 AA.A.7.1.08  Apply effective test-taking skills.
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	GOAL:   Students will acquire and practice effective test-taking skills.


Activity Statements: 
Students will identify effective test-taking strategies.  Students will consider types of skills needed for multiple choice exams.  They will engage in a jigsaw activity in which they will be required to reassemble ideas.
*Teachers may choose other activities from the many resources listed in the resource section.

Materials: 

1. Teacher Resource 1:  Jigsaw Procedure (teacher reference)
2. Handout 1:  Taking Multiple Choice Exams (one copy per student)

3. Acuity sample questions (reading, math questions most often missed – displayed electronically or printed for students)
4. Flip chart or white board, markers

5. Highlighters

6. Paper, pens or pencils

Procedures:
1. The teacher asks students to name tests that are multiple choice exams.  The teacher or designated student writes the list on the board or on chart paper.

2. The teacher asks students to explain strategies that they use when taking multiple choice exams.  These responses are also recorded.  Ask if they can think of strategies that won’t work.

3. The teacher distributes Handout 1:  Taking Multiple Choice Exams.  Students will share the reading in groups.  Use Teacher Resource 1:  Jigsaw Procedure to complete Handout 1.

4. The teacher projects Acuity sample question # 1.  Students work silently for a minute and then share their answers with a neighbor.  Students write the letter that corresponds with they answer they believe is correct.  The teacher announces “show me” and students hold up the answer they selected.  The teacher works through all of the choices and demonstrates the process of elimination to get to the correct answer.

5. The teacher projects Acuity sample question # 2 and repeats the process.

Discussion:  

· What did you learn about taking multiple choice exams?  Will this information be helpful in your classes?  On the WESTEST?

· Name something new you learned when you read Handout 1:  Taking Multiple Choice Exams?

· What did you learn from the Acuity sample questions?

· Explain the term “distractor”.  Why is it important to remember during a test?

· Sometimes students miss the question because they simply did not answer the question.    For example, if there is a two-step question, students answer the first part, but do not finish.  Can you think of an example?

· Are there test-taking skills that work better for specific types of tests?  Explain.

· Do you have favorite test-taking skills that work best for you?

· How is the WESTEST different from other multiple choice exams?  How is it similar?

· Both group and individual study can be beneficial for studying.  Give examples of how each type of study may be useful.  Are there some instances when one or the other would not be the better choice?
· How will some of the strategies we learned today work on other types of exams?  Explain.
Additional Resources: * Use this section to plan additional activities that meet the needs of 

            students in your class.
· http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills/en/taking-tests/43/direction-words-in-essay-test-items/ - Direction Words in an Essay

· http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills/en/taking-tests/78/true/false-tests/ - True/False Tests

· http://www.knowledgeessentials.com/index.php?id=631 – Activities to Promote Test Taking Skills

· http://www.virginiaheroes.org/docs/6th_grade/GR6_Session6_Activities.pdf - Test Taking Skills

· http://cfbstaff.cfbisd.edu/boyerk/pdf_files/Test_Taking.pdf  -  Activities for Developing Test Taking Skills

· http://www.state.tn.us/education/assessment/doc/tsteststrategies.pdf - Test Time Strategies for Students, Parents and Teachers
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/ - WVDE Strategy Bank

· http://www.testtakingtips.com/test/multiple.htm - Multiple Choice Test Taking Tips

· http://www.uwec.edu/geOGrApHY/Ivogeler/multiple.htm - Taking Multiple Choice Exams

Extension Activities: 

· Students may keep a journal of test-taking tips, strategies, and skills.  These may be gathered into a collection and developed in a class booklet.  Perhaps the booklet may be added to the classroom or school library.

· Students may research additional test taking strategies to develop their own test taking skills.

· Students should use sample tests and Acuity examples to practice test taking.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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