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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 

Content Standards:  

AA.S.7  Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes 

and interpersonal skills to help them 


understand and respect self and others.
Indicators:






      
AA.PSD.7.7.06  Respect alternative points of view.
AA.PSD.7.7.15  Accept and value the differences in others.




  
	GOAL:   Students will recognize and value the differences in others.


Activity Statements: Students will engage in a movement activity to demonstrate differences and similarities among individuals in the classroom.
Materials: 
Piece of tape (optional) to divide the floor; can simply designate an imaginary line
NOTE:  no handouts for this lesson
Procedures:

1.  Ask students to share their favorite foods.  After generating responses, tell them to imagine what it would be like to only eat that food for the rest of their lives.  At first, it may seem great, but meal after meal, day after day, it would get boring and maybe 
even distasteful.  Ask if anyone has ever been teased for what they will or won’t eat or a diverse taste in food.
2.  Ask students to brainstorm other things that people get made fun of for, either that they have made fun of others or that others made fun of them for.  List these on the board.
3.  Place a piece of masking tape across the middle of the floor (or designate an imaginary line).  Call out the Cross the Line topics that are listed on the board (also include any items from the list below that they did not name).  Have students cross over if they have been made fun of or picked on for each category.

Cross the line if you have ever been picked on or made fun of for…

(1) your height, weight, body size or a body part

(2) your teeth or other facial part

(3) where you live geographically 

(4) the clothes you wear, your hair, your jewelry

(5) your house or living situation (trailer, apartment, shelter)

(6) the color of your skin

(7) your intelligence or classes you are (were) in

(8) your voice or the way you talk

(9) having glasses, a hearing aid, or braces

      (10)   the family you are from

      (11)   a family member’s disability or the way they look

      (12)   the music you listen to or the things you like to do
      (13)   your beliefs or religion
       (14)  the amount of money you have (too much or lack of)
4.  Rather than making fun of each other because of our differences, we can CHOOSE to enjoy the variety of appearances and interests amongst us.  Everyone has something to offer.
Discussion:  
1.  What if everyone looked, acted, spoke the same and had exactly the same interests and talents?  Relate it to having the same meal over and over.

2.  What do people make fun of others who are different from them?
3.  How does meeting someone different from you make your life better?

4.  Name something that you learned by being with someone who was different from you?

Additional Resources: 
· Website for tolerance and diversity learning and growth:


www.teachingtolerance.org 
· Website with a free downloadable diversity game:

http://www.teendiversophy.com/index.html
· Downloadable diversity guide with activities:

http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/ui335.pdf
Extension Activities: 
· Listen and discuss the message behind one or more of the following songs:

    
Don’t Laugh at Me by Mark Wills


Human by Dione Farris

        
Everyday People by Sly and the Family Stone

Where is the Love?  by Black-Eyed Peas

· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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