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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards:

AA.S.3  
Students will understand the relationship of academics 

to the world of work and to life at home and in the 


community.

Indicators:   
 AA.A.7.3.08    
Develop strategies for effective written communication.
	GOAL:   Students will review previous writing assessments and strengthen writing strategies using a career prompt.


Activity Statements: 
Students will review Career Clusters exploring career options.  They will then select a career to focus on in the writing prompt provided by the teacher. Students will use peer editing to critique and further develop their writing assignment.

Materials: 

1. Teacher Resource 1:  Career Clusters (display electronically or review orally)
2. Teacher Resource 2:  Sentence Structure (teacher reference)

3. Teacher Resource 3:  Teaching Writing (teacher reference)

4. Writing strategies from the language arts department
5. School writing assessment scores 
6.  Handout 1: Writing Practice (one copy per student)
7. Paper, Pens or pencils
Procedures:
1. Students are instructed to think about their Career Cluster.  Remind students about the lessons they have completed on Career Clusters.  By now they should know something about each of the Clusters, but they only need to choose one for today.

2. The teacher instructs students to “Say Something”.   Students talk briefly with one or two other students and explain their choice of Career Cluster.  After a brief time, the teacher signals students back to order.  

3. The teacher explains that students will write about one Career Cluster while practicing for the Writing Assessment.  

4. Copies of Handout 1:  Writing Practice are distributed to students.   Students write their choice of Career Cluster at the top of Handout 1.  Briefly review the three steps on Handout 1.  Students will work independently for five to ten minutes and fill in the three sections of Handout 1.  The teacher will check with individual students to assist with selection of a Career Cluster if they have trouble choosing.
5. When students have completed Handout 1 graphic organizer, they will use the back of the paper (or another sheet of paper) to write a short essay using the information from Handout 1.  

6. After ten minutes, students will be asked to use peer editing to provide feedback and suggestions.  Students will trade papers and check each others’ work.  Papers are returned with suggestions and students have five minutes to make corrections and use suggestions.  Students may need another sheet of paper for the final draft.

7. Students may share their work by reading a few of the essays aloud to the class.

Discussion:  

· Did Handout 1:  Writing Practice help you organize and prepare to write?  Explain.

· Is this something you could do on your own when you have a writing assignment?

· Can you share other suggestions that help prepare to write?

· How can these organizers help for the writing assessment?

· Have you looked at the rubric for how writing assessments are scored?

· Are you familiar with our writing assessment scores?  Do you know where we need to improve?

· What can we do to improve our writing assessment scores.
Additional Resources: 
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WESTEST%20Online%20Writing%20ParentBrochure.8.12indd.pdf  - Parent Brochure
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/westest_index.html - Westest Index

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/writing/wa_index.html - Writing Assessment Index

· http://boe.mono.k12.wv.us/resources/writing_files/PARENT_GUIDE_2008.pdf- sample parent guide

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/results_state.html - state results
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/filecabinet.html - WVDE File Cabinet

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WRITING%20ROADMAP%202%20-%20RUBRIC.pdf – writing rubric

· http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource_topic/teaching_writing?gclid=CIqKgbP5taACFVVi2godZlmwPw – teaching writing

· http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/doc/resources/encourage_writing.csp - Encourage Writing

· http://www.teachervision.fen.com/graphic-organizers/printable/6293.html - Printable Graphic Organizers

· http://its.leesummit.k12.mo.us/writing.htm - Writing

· http://www.quia.com/pop/13864.html - Identify Simple, Compound,  Complex Sentences (online game)

· http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/writing/skills/paragraph.htm - Writing Lesson Plans

· http://home.cogeco.ca/~rayser3/writing.htm - Writing Lessons

· http://www.thewritingsite.org/resources/approaches/power/links.asp - The Writing Site
· http://middle-school-lesson-plans.suite101.com/article.cfm/paragraph_lesson - Teach Middle School Students How to Write Paragraphs

Extension Activities: 

· The class may begin a Word Wall in the classroom and build it during the school year.  Encourage students to find new words to add to the Wall for test preparation.  Remind students of the importance of vocabulary and being able to use and recognize a variety of words.

· Students may share the writing assignment with parents and discuss Career Clusters available.

· Students may discuss the WVDE writing rubric with parents and work at home to develop writing skills.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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