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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards:
AA.S.2
Students will complete school with the academic rigor and 


preparation essential to choose from a wide range of 


substantial postsecondary options,  including college.

AA.S.4 
Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of 


work in relation to knowledge of self and to make 


informed career decisions.
Indicators:   
AA.A.7.2.12  Articulate and personalize the academic programs of study 

            at the secondary level



 AA.C.7.4.13   Identify and explore the secondary courses of study.

	GOAL:   Students will expand knowledge of academic programs of study.


Activity Statements: 
The students will work in pairs to share their choices of high school electives from the previous lesson and provide reasons for the choice.  They will use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast high school and middle school coursework.
Materials: 

1. Teacher Resource 1:  Programs and Plans (additional information for teachers)
2. Handout 1:  Required Courses (one copy per student or display electronically)

3. Handout 2:  Buddy Venn (one copy per student)
4. High School Course Catalog or Enrollment Bulleting (obtained from counselor for lesson 7.16)

Procedures:
1. Students line up in any order and form a circle.  They number off by twos around the circle.  Students with number 1 will step inside the circle while students with number 2 form the outer circle.  Inner circle students turn to the outer circle students and take turns answering this question:  What elective course did you select from the high school course catalog during the last lesson?  Why?  (May want to write these on a chalk/white board)  Outer circle students respond to their partners and then ask the question of the inner circle partner.

2. Allow one minute the teacher announces “switch” and instructs the inner circle students to move one person to the left.  They repeat the process one or two more times.  The pairs of students remaining after this activity will remain together for the next activity.

3. The teacher provides displays and/or distributes copies of Handout 1:  Required Courses to pairs of students.  Students will read the list of courses and share comments with their partners.  The teacher asks students to give examples of math courses that might be available as the four required math courses.  Students may use course catalogs to search available math courses.

4. The teacher provides a copy of Handout 2:  Buddy Venn to pairs of students.  Students will use the handout to compare and contrast the similarities and differences between middle school and high school.  Ask students to discuss the results with a partner and identify one think they still have questions about.
Discussion:  

· Are some courses required for all students?  Why?

· Give examples of courses that might be required only in a particular cluster or program.

· What happens with a required course if a student fails the course?

· How is this different than a course that is failed in middle school?

· How are middle school and high school similar?

· How are middle school and high school different?

· What academic skills do you need to build before leaving middle school? 

· What questions do you still have about high school?

Additional Resources: 
· http://www.americaspromise.org/About-the-Alliance/Five-Promises/An-Effective-Education.aspx - Five Promises

· http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm - Programs of Study

· http://www.careerpathway.org/home.htm - Career Pathway

· http://www.careerclusters.org/faq.php - Career Clusters

· http://www.worldwidelearn.com/career-assessment/index.html - Career Assessment

· http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/5yearplan.html - five year plan

· http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/clusters.html  - programs of study

· http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/studentplanning.html - planning freshman through senior years

· http://www.bls.gov/oco/  - Occupational Outlook Handbook

· http://careers.wyandotte.org/career_pathways.htm - Career Pathways

· http://www2.ed.gov/students/prep/college/thinkcollege/highschool/edlite-career.html - Planning Your Career

· http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/starting-points/index.html - Action Plan

· http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/high-school/110.html - High School Planning Worksheet

· http://careers.wyandotte.org/high_school_planning_htm.htm - High School Planning

· http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~cswebpg/PCCPinterests.shtml - Interests Assessments
· http://www.actstudent.org/college/checklist.html - ACT Resource for High School Planning

· http://www.motivation-tools.com/ - Motivation Tools

· http://www.myplan.com/timeline/middle_school.php - Career Planning Tools

· http://www.collegecareerlifeplanning.com/Pages/60%20Second%20Pages/Index%20K-12%20Students.html  - Career Planning Tools

· http://www.khake.com/page51.html - Career & College Planning Resources

· http://www.aie.org/finding-a-career/ - Finding a Career

· http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/ced/ - Career Education 
· http://www.collegeboard.com/csearch/majors_careers/profiles/  - Career Profiles

· http://www.princetonreview.com/college/top-ten-majors.aspx - Top Ten College Majors

· http://mappingyourfuture.org/downloads/mhscstudents.pdf - Making High School Count

· http://colleges.suite101.com/article.cfm/college_preparation_and_freshmen - Scheduling to prepare for college

Extension Activities: 

· Students may research online career interest and aptitude tests and/or career planning tools to help them think about potential future careers.  Remind students that many of the careers that will be available to them are not yet posted because technology is changing so quickly.  They should keep checking for new options.  
· Students may use the electronic resource as an example and do a similar study within the class or school.  http://abcteach.com/free/m/math_graph_careerchoice_a.pdf 

· Students may research questions they have about high school and share information with the class.

· Guest speakers may be invited to speak with students to address questions about high school programs and courses.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.
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