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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 

Content Standards: 
AA.S.2  	Students will complete school with the academic 			rigor and preparation essential to choose from a 
		wide range of substantial postsecondary options, 
		including college.
AA.S.3	Students will understand the relationship of 
		academics to the world of work and to life at home 
		and in the community.
			       AA.S.4	       Students will acquire the skills to investigate the 
					       world of work in relation to knowledge of self and 
					       to make informed career decisions.	

Indicators (Students will…):   
 AA.A.7.2.12	Articulate and personalize the academic programs of study at 
		the secondary level.
 AA.A.7.3.07	Explore academic programs of study.	
AA.C.7.4.13	Identify and explore the secondary courses of study.
        
	GOAL:   Students will investigate Career Clusters.



Activity Statements: 
Students will learn the purpose of the five year education and career plan.
Students will learn and identify West Virginia Career Clusters.
	
Materials: 
1. Handout 1:  Career Clusters (one copy of handout per student and/or display handout electronically)
2. Handout 2: Sample Five Year Career Plan (one copy of handout per student and/or display handout electronically)
3. High School Course Catalog or Enrollment Bulletin (obtain copies that have course descriptions from the school counselor)

Procedures:
1. The teacher distributes copies of Handout 1:  Career Clusters to students.  (If internet access is available, the teacher may use hot buttons to go to career links to show students.)   Read the introduction of Handout 1 and discuss terms such as “Programs of Study” and “Career Clusters”.  
2. After reviewing clusters on Handout 1:  Career Clusters, instruct students to select one Career Cluster of interest and think about what high school courses might be required for a program in this cluster.  
3. The teacher distributes copies of the high school course catalog to pairs of students.   Students will review the course catalog to find courses they might wish to take as elective courses in high school.  Students will work in pairs and then share courses and course descriptions with the class.  
4. If time, distribute Handout 2:  Sample Five Year Career Plan.  Explain that some courses will be required for all students while other courses are based on student career plans.   Each student will complete a career plan during eighth grade, but may change the plan later.

Discussion:  
· What is a Career Cluster?  Name the Clusters.
· What is the purpose of the Program of Study?
· What is the purpose of the Five Year Plan?
· How do the Career Cluster, Program of Study, and Five Year Plan help students prepare for postsecondary plans?
· What kind of skills do you need to develop in middle school to be successful in high school?
· Were you surprised at the courses available in the course catalog?  Explain.
· Why is it important to focus so early on your plans for after graduation?
· How can it help students to focus courses toward a postsecondary career or education plan?
· What will employers or admissions personnel want to see on your transcript after high school?  Explain and give an example.

Additional Resources: 
· http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/clusters.html  - WV Clearinghouse
· http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/5yearplan.html - Five Year Plan 
· http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm - High School Planning Tools - WVDE
· http://www.americaspromise.org/About-the-Alliance/Five-Promises/An-Effective-Education.aspx - An Effective Education
· http://www.teachingmoments.com/Teaching-Moments-Excuses-excuses-excuses.html  - Excuses, Excuses, Excuses
· http://missouricareereducation.org/CDs/GuidanceLessons/All-Gr6-8.pdf (Guidance Lesson AD6-Gr8-Unit1-Lesson1.doc Page 1 of 7)
· http://www.careerpathway.org/home.htm - Career Pathway
· http://www.careerclusters.org/faq.php - Career Clusters
· http://www.worldwidelearn.com/career-assessment/index.html - Career Assessment
· http://www.bls.gov/oco/  - Occupational Outlook Handbook

Extension Activities: 
· Students may research careers independently at http://www.bls.gov/oco/  - Occupational Outlook Handbook.
· Students may do further research on Programs of Study available in their county.
· Students and parents may meet with a school counselor to discuss educational planning.
· Students should begin discussing Career Clusters at home with parents in preparation for 8th grade.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor.
	







Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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