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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.2  
Students will complete school with the academic 



rigor and preparation essential to choose from a 



wide range of substantial postsecondary options, 



including college.

AA.S.4

Students will acquire the skills to investigate the 



world of work in relation to knowledge of self and 



to make informed career decisions.

Indicators:   
            AA.A.7.2.11
Explore the requirements of the PROMISE scholarship and 


other postsecondary financial support.


            AA.C.7.4.12
Understand the requirements for the PROMISE scholarship 



and other financial support for postsecondary education.
	GOAL:   Students will understand the PROMISE scholarship and its requirements.


Activity Statements: 
Students will investigate PROMISE requirements and set goals for meeting those requirements.
Students will connect postsecondary goals to academic goals. They will learn strategies for achieving goals and qualifying for the PROMISE scholarship by applying the 15 rules.
Materials: 
1. Handout 1:  PROMISE Guidelines (provide a copy for each student or display handout electronically)
2. Handout 2:  Achieving Goals  (provide a copy for each student or display handout electronically)
3. Handout 3:  PROMISE Core Courses ((provide a copy for each student or display handout electronically)
Procedures:
1. The teacher begins class by asking students if they have heard of the West Virginia PROMISE Scholarship.  Explain that the scholarship is available to any eligible West Virginia student.
2. The teacher distributes or displays Handout 1:  PROMISE Guidelines.  The class will read the first paragraph together, and then skim “Eligibility Requirements” together.  The teacher will help students skim to identify a few key points from the list noting that the timeline and requirements are updated each year.
3. The teacher asks students to think about the relationship between academic goals and postsecondary goals.  The teacher distributes or displays Handout 2:  Achieving Goals.  Students will read silently the “15 Rules to Live By to Achieve Your Goals”.  Ask students to consider how the 15 Rules” apply to their own success.
4. The teacher displays or distributes copies of Handout 3:  PROMISE Core Courses.  Explain that certain core courses are required in order to be eligible for the PROMISE Scholarship.  Instruct students to read through the list of courses quickly, and then discuss the list with one or two partners sitting nearby.

Discussion:  
· If interested in working toward getting the PROMISE Scholarship, when should you start planning?
· Does the list of core courses look harder than you expected?  

· Is the foundation you are receiving in middle school important for high school?  Elementary foundation? Explain.

· Are there any questions about PROMISE we need to further investigate?

Additional Resources: 
· http://www.goalsettingforstudents.com/ - Goal Setting for Students 
· http://www.teachingmoments.com/Teaching-Moments-15-Rules-to-Live-By.html - 15 Rules to Live By
· http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=65&Itemid=0/home.aspx - West Virginia PROMISE
· http://www.cfwv.com/applications/west_virginia_financial_aid/apply.html - WV Financial Aid Online Application

· http://wv.educationplanner.org/education_planner/paying_article.asp?sponsor=2869&articleName=WV_Grants_and_Scholarships – Education Planner for West Virginians

· http://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarships-by-state/west-virginia-scholarships.aspx - West Virginia Scholarships
Extension Activities: 
· Students may schedule a conference with the school counselor and parent to discuss academic planning.
· Students may research high school graduation requirements and available options.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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