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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.8  Students will make decisions, set goals, and 

 take necessary action to achieve goals.
Indicators: 
AA.PSD.7.8.10
Examine how personal choices will 



impact socio-economic status in the future.
	GOAL:   Students will understand personal choice in breaking the generational poverty cycle.


Activity Statements:  Students will engage in an activity and discussion about how they can begin to choose actions and attitudes that can impact their socio-economic status as an adult.
Materials:   
Deck of playing cards
Handout 1  The More You Learn, the More You Earn                       
Procedures:

1.  Ask students if they know how to play any card games.  Ask for a volunteer who knows how to play poker and have them come join you.  (If you need the basic rules of poker, see link under Additional Resources.)
2.  Shuffle the cards and deal for Five Card Draw.  Look at your cards and say, “Okay, I’m 
going to take __ cards.” (depending on the hand dealt)

3.  The student will probably say something along the lines, “What about me? I want __ cards.”  Tell him/her, “No, you just have to play the hand you were dealt.”

4.  Repeat this for a few hands, demonstrating that by you playing more than just the hand you were dealt, you are able to win overall more times than the student, who just had to rely on what they had. 
5.)  Explain that in life, we don’t have to just play “the hand” we are dealt…we can better our hand and increase our odds of winning.  Tell them that one way to better our hand is with education. 

6.)   Pass out Handout 1 “The More You Learn, the More You Earn.”   Review together, then have students pair and share their answers to the following questions:

a.  How much more over a lifetime would I earn if I got a high school diploma vs. not graduating from high school?

b.  What time of education were you planning to obtain?  After reviewing this handout, have to changed your mind?
c.  Why do you think the more education your receive allows for the more money you can make in your lifetime?

7.)  Explain that just because some of their parents didn’t graduate high school or go to college, doesn’t mean they can’t do that themselves.  Share the fact that 20 years ago, there were many more jobs for people who had a high school diploma or less but that things have changed drastically, especially in our Global 21 society.  

8.)  Let them know that you are aware that sometimes school doesn’t seem fun or easy, but that the rewards will make themselves known if they stick it out.  Also inform them that depending upon their interests, there are many paths after high school:  university, college, community college, technical school or military.

9.)  Why are we talking about this now in the 7th grade?  Because, although graduation seems far off, what you do now will affect each year to come.  Explain that next year, they will be choosing a Career Cluster for high school, so it makes sense to begin developing a winning attitude now.  
10. End by reminding them that they can CHOOSE to better their hands in life.

Discussion:  
1.  How can a winning attitude affect you now and also later in your lives?

2.  How do we change the circumstances that we were dealt in life?  In other words, if no one I know graduated from high school or no one I know went to college then how do I make plans to do these things?

3.  Do you know anyone who changed the circumstances they were dealt with?  If so, how did they do it?

Additional Resources: 
· Two articles on dropouts and poverty:

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5300726 
· WV website to assist in career exploration, character development and postsecondary planning:

http://wv.educationplanner.org/education_planner/wv/default.asp?sponsor=2869
· Website aiming to help more minority and first-generation middle-school students get ready for college.  Check out the KnowHow2Go section.

www.CollegeIsPossible.org 
Extension Activities: 
· Have students share the handout with their parents/guardians and get their feedback.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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