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	GRADE  6   LESSON 35
Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.2
             Students will complete school with the academic 
                           rigor and preparation essential to choose from a      

                           wide range of substantial postsecondary options,  

                           including college. 
Indicators: 

AA.A.6.2.07  
Understand how to use assessment results in 
                           educational planning.


	GOAL:   Students will assess past progress and future plans.


Activity Statements: 
Students will engage in a partnering activity to begin thinking about what they want to do in the future.  The next activity will allow students to match things about themselves and possible career options.  They will begin to develop an action plan.
Materials: 
Teacher Resource 1 – Inner/Outer Circle
Handout 1 –  Who AM I?
(Optional) Teacher Resource 2 – Colleges and Universities (Should be displayed electronically to access Internet links.)
(Optional) Teacher Resource 3 - Multiple Jobs (May also be used as the warm up in place of Teacher Resource 1)
Procedures:
1. Begin the lesson with Teacher Resource 1 - Inner/Outer Circle activity.  The teacher organizes the circle and provides questions for students to use in the discussion circles.   The teacher may wish to review respectful communication before beginning the circle activity.  The teacher should monitor conversations and keep the circles moving quickly to keep students on task.
2. After the activity, provide students with Handout 1 – Who Am I; Instruct students to complete the handout following the instructions for Step 1 and Step 2 on the handout.

3. Upon completing Handout 1 – Who Am I Steps 1 and 2, discuss the final set of instructions in Step 3.  (Students compare Xs and Os to determine if their career choice matches their personal interests.)  Ask students to give a few examples of both how Xs and Os match and do not match.  Discuss the implications for each of these situations.
4. Instruct students to write a “Letter to Self” about the results of the “Who Am I” activity.  Ask students to include steps for a personal plan to achieve their choice of careers. (The teacher should point out specific requirements that will help students begin to think ahead.  For example, Algebra II is required for admittance to some university programs.)
5. If time, the teacher may utilize Teacher Resource 2 – Colleges and Universities to investigate available programs and possible education options.  
Discussion:  
· What is the connection between school and post-secondary opportunities?
· Will choices made in high school limit choices after graduation?  How?
· Do the classes you take in high school make a difference in what opportunities you will have after school?

· How can I improve on my weaknesses if I want a particular career?

· What is the connection between my strengths and weaknesses and postsecondary options?

· What things do I like to do that involve my strengths?  
· What other things can make a difference in the post-secondary opportunities you will have?

· What are my dreams and future plans?  Have you set goals toward achieving those dreams?
· If most people are expected to hold multiple jobs over their lifetimes, what does that mean to students?
· What does the saying “Don’t Close the Door” mean related to preparing for high school and post-secondary opportunities?  
Alternate Assignment:

Roads to Success - http://www.roadstosuccess.org/joomla/documents/G7_GYI3.pdf 

Roads to Success correlated to CFWV.com https://secure.cfwv.com/images/wv/PDFs/RTS/Facilitators_Guides/Grade_7/G7_GYI2.pdf 
Use Optional Teacher Resource 1 – Multiple Jobs to introduce planning for multiple future jobs in the future
Additional Resources: 
What Might Happen If - http://antiochne.edu/acsr/teachertools/ 
The Fun Works (for Careers You Never Knew Existed) - http://caren.edc.org/index.php
Career Games - http://www.careergames.com/
College Summit Guest Speaker - www.collegesummit.org  (Speakers are available from the local College Summit office.  Call 304.204.4061 or e-mail jcharles@collegesummit.org)
Bottom Line Activity - http://www.lauracandler.com/filecabinet/misc/bottomline.pdf
Multiple Intelligence Survey - http://www.lauracandler.com/filecabinet/misc/smartsurvey.pdf 

Pieces of the Puzzle (page 376) - http://missouricareereducation.org/CDs/GuidanceLessons/AllGr6-8.pdf
Extension Activities: 
· Students may read about the Dreamcatcher Legend - http://www.dreamcatchers.org/dcat16.html
· Students may make Dreamcatcher art and share the story with the class in relation to today’s lesson. 
· Students may interview adults about jobs the adults have held and they liked or didn’t like about those jobs.  

· Teacher may want to post Activity Sheets on bulletin board so students can visually understand many examples of how various careers are dependent on one another.

· Borrow a college guide or search online for admissions requirements at a state college or university.  Help students identify admissions requirements and discuss why they need to plan ahead.
· Students may complete the writing assignment from today’s lesson and add it to their  personal career portfolios.

· The teacher may collect the “Letter to Self” students completed in today’s lesson and return them for reflection at a later date.  The teacher may also assist the students in further research of their careers of choice.
· Students may complete a self-addressed stamped envelope during class.  The teacher uses the envelopes to mail the letters to the students when they are in 7th grade along with words of encouragement for their future career plans.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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Activity:

Students can fill out A Picture of Me in the Future.
Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)

