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Content Standards: 
AA.S.2

Students will complete school with the academic 


rigor and preparation essential to choose from a


wide range of substantial postsecondary options, 


including college. 

Indicators: 




AA.A.6.2.14
Understand the options and opportunities for 






secondary education.
	GOAL:   Students will understand personal high school credits and options.


Activity Statements: 
Students will identify useful skills by completing the self-assessment.  They will explore the high school career clusters and the available options for high school credit.  They will explore the options and discuss the importance of planning ahead.
Materials: 
Handout 1 – Useful Skills (“How Are My Skills Useful”) , pages 2-4
Handout 2 – Career Clusters (May use with projector rather than copying.)
Handout 3 – High School Options (May use with projector rather than copying.)
Procedures:
1. Follow instructions for the lesson plan on Handout 1 – Useful Skills, page 1.  Provide copies of pages 2-4 for students to complete.
2. Use Handout 2 – Career Clusters to review Career Clusters available in West Virginia schools.    Explain that these are broad areas students should begin to consider as they get closer to high school.  Students will be asked by the end of 8th grade to select a Career Cluster.  They should begin thinking about their useful skills as well as their interests.
3. Discuss how high school is supposed to prepare students for their futures.  Explain that, in high school, students should take courses that will help them prepare for their postsecondary goals.  Ask students to come up with examples of courses that might help them.  (For example, if a student has a weakness in math and that is something he needs for a particular career or college, he should take additional classes to get better rather than avoid math.)
4. Share the information on Handout 3 – High School Options.  (The teacher may use this Handout to access sites electronically as well.)  Discuss how students will have regular high school courses, but will have other options available to them.  Explain that many options are available to try to help students find the right courses to prepare for their futures.
Discussion:  
· What are my useful skills?  
· What skills do I have that are useful at school?  

· What skills do I have that will be useful for a job?

· What do I like to do? 
· Did I recognize any new useful skills?
· What might I like to do as a career?

· What are the Career Cluster for West Virginia schools?

· Why is it important to “think ahead, plan ahead”?

· Are there options available in high school I hadn’t thought to consider?
Additional Resources: 
· WV EDGE - http://www.wvtechprep.wvnet.edu/edge.htm
· WV Clearinghouse - http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/
· Career & Technical Education - http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm
· Advanced Placement - http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/subjects.html
· WV Virtual School - http://virtualschool.k12.wv.us/vschool/index.html
· West Virginia Policy 2510 - http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/ (graduation requirements)
· Marshall University Online - http://www.marshall.edu/muonline/
· Other examples of graduation requirements:

http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning
http://www.teachersnetwork.org/dcs/math/BasicMath/Earn/index.htm
· Alternate Lesson:   Roads to Success lesson:  Why is education after high school so important, and what are some of my options? - http://www.roadstosuccess.org/pdfs/G8_EdAfterHS1.pdf
Extension Activities: 
· Interview a high school student about high school options and accumulating credits.  Ask the student to compare middle school and high school credits.
· Students may continue exploring careers using Handout 1 – Useful Skills, pages 5-7.
· Students may further investigate graduation requirements using local catalogs, county programs of study, or a high school handbook.

· Each county has its own policies concerning various course options.  Students may investigate programs and options available in their county.
· Students may study Career Clusters independently using WVDE website links.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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Activity:

Students can browse careers by the WV Career Clusters.  Any careers students find interesting they can add to their Portfolio.  Have students record in their Journal what Cluster they liked the most.
	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)
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