	   HIGH SCHOOL OPTIONS – Handout   3                                                              

	[image: image2.wmf]                                          GRADE 6   LESSON 34

Each county has its own policies concerning various course options.  However, here are some examples of ways high school students may earn credit in West Virginia. The teacher may use the page as a handout or, preferably, use a data projector to link to the various sites for discussion.




WV EDGE - http://www.wvtechprep.wvnet.edu/edge.htm
	 
	What is the EDGE?
It stands for Earn a Degree • Graduate Early and it allows students to take high school courses for community and technical college credit.

How will that help me?
Students can earn an Associate Degree with substantial savings. If you take the right courses in high school, you can save up to $3,000 in college tuition. Students who take the college credit courses available in high school could earn an Associate Degree within one year after high school or along with a high school diploma.

Why would I want to go to a community and technical college?
There are great careers available in only two years! The following are just a few examples of high-skill and high wage jobs available through two-year programs.

Who can participate in the EDGE?
Anyone can participate. The courses are connected to the skilled pathway in your cluster and major.

Where can I get more information?
Contact your high school counselor or call the Community and Technical College System of West Virginia at 304-558-2411. 

	

	


WV Clearinghouse - http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/
To help high school students plan for life after high school, the Clearinghouse for Workforce Education has selected various topics and posted them on the website.  Examples include:

· Career clusters 

· Nontraditional career options 

· Funding your education 

· Planning your freshman through senior year 

· 5-year plan for students 

· Create a budget for yourself 

· Search for information on careers 

· 
High School courses you can take for college credit 

Career & Technical Education - http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm
	Career & Technical Education Programs are available in each Career Cluster.  For example, in the Engineering and Technical Cluster, these Career Concentrations are offered:  

   Air Conditioning/Refrigeration Technology

	   Automotive Technology

	   Cisco Networking Academies

	   Collision Repair Technology

	  Computer Repair and Networking Technologies

	  Computer Systems and Hardware Support

	   Diesel Equipment Technology

	   Drafting         

	   Electrical Technology         

	   Electronics Technology         

	   Facilities Maintenance         

	   General Building Construction         

	   Industrial Equipment Maintenance         

	   Industrial Technology   

	   Machine Tool Technology         

	   Masonry        

	   Materials Distribution         

	   Metals Technology        

	   Millwork and Cabinetmaking         

	   Plumbing         

	   Power Equipment Systems         

	   Pre-Engineering - Project Lead the Way         

	   System Software and Application Support         

	   Welding Technology         


Each county in West Virginia determines the Concentrations to be offered, to all Concentrations will not be available in each county.
Advanced Placement - http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/subjects.html
Advanced Placement is a program developed by the College Board where high schools offer courses that meet criteria established by colleges and universities.  Advanced Placement courses may count toward college credit if the student earns a high enough score on the Advanced Placement exam.
WV Virtual School - http://virtualschool.k12.wv.us/vschool/index.html
The West Virginia Virtual School was created by the West Virginia Legislature on July 1, 2000. The mission of the Virtual School is to assure consistent, high quality education for the students of West Virginia through courses delivered via technology, promote efficacy and equity in course offerings, and provide options for implementation across the public school system. The Virtual School initiative helps bridge the barriers of time, distance and inequities for all West Virginia students by providing access to resources. Since the first three seventh grade students from Capon Middle School took Geometry in the fall of 2000, demand for virtual courses has experienced a steady increase. More than 2,000 students have enrolled in 165 different courses for the 2008-2009 school year.

Marshall University Online - http://www.marshall.edu/muonline/
Most counties offer college credit in regular face-to-face classes to qualified high school juniors and seniors during the school day.   These courses may be offered at a reduced fee as part of the agreement.  Therefore, students may earn college credit and pay less while they are still in high school.  

In addition to regular courses, there may be distance learning college courses available.  Students may also take advantage of online college courses.  Marshall University Online is one example of early college credit.  
Some colleges have agreements with high schools to offer “dual credit”.  Dual credit courses are college courses that count as both college credit and high school credit.  For example, an English 101 college course may also count as the required English 11 high school credit.  
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