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Student Advisement Program




Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.7
Students will acquire the knowledge, 

attitudes and interpersonal skills to help 

them understand and respect self and 

others. 

Indicators: 
AA.PSD.6.7.17
Recognize an individual’s role and 


contribution within their community.
	GOAL:   Students will recognize their role and contribution within their community.


Activity Statements: 
Students will brainstorm to identify local organizations that provide opportunity for community service and volunteerism.  They will discuss the value of community service and how they might contribute.
Materials: 
Handout 1 – Community Service
White board or poster board, dry erase markers or crayons
Local phone directories, newspapers, magazines, guest speaker (optional resource)
Procedures:
1. Begin the lesson with several of the “Discussion Questions” below.  Ask students to name organizations of which they are aware that provide service to members of the community.  Assign one or two student volunteers to write the list as students provide ideas.  As they brainstorm, the teacher may add suggestions such as local churches, Lion’s Club, local food bank, community action groups, etc.
2. Ask students to think about what how these organizations and activities help the community.  Encourage students to think about activities and organizations that include students.  Use Handout 1 – Community Service to facilitate the discussion about community service opportunities. Have students list additional organizations where they have volunteered or might volunteer in the future.
Discussion:  
· What is a community?
· What is your role in our community?

· Are there activities in which teenagers may participate in this community to make it better?

· Can you share examples of other kids who have contributed to their community?

· How can you improve our community?
· Does teamwork play a role in any of the service opportunities discussed?
· Are there community service projects in progress in our school?
· What can we do to improve our school?

· Why is it important to recognize our role in our community?
· What are some ways that doing community service now might benefit you later? (Discuss benefits such as scholarships, job opportunities, beefing up the resume, hiring advantages over someone who does not volunteer, personal gratification, someone returning the favor, etc.)
Additional Resources: 
· Leadership through Service - http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/leadership/main/expectations/expectations6-8.html
· Roads to Success Lesson:  http://www.roadstosuccess.org/pdfs/G8_CommunityMakeover1.pdf (Community Makeover )
· Family Guide to Getting Involved -  http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/family/volunteer.html 

· Community Service for Kids - http://life.familyeducation.com/volunteer-work/community-life/29595.html
· Government portal for resources and ideas - http://www.afterschool.gov/ 
Extension Activities: 
· Invite high school students, student council officers, etc. to visit the classroom to share their experiences in community involvement.

· Bring in adults from various service organizations (Lion’s Club, church service groups, Animal Shelter, etc.) to share their experiences in community support and involvement.

· The class could select and carry out a school or community project.  Set goals and a timeline for participation, and then monitor progress throughout the project.

· Students may interview a friend, relative, or neighbor about his/her community involvement.    
· Students may investigate other local and regional service opportunities and report findings to the class.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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Activity:

Have students record their community service in their Portfolio

Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)

